REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC
MARCH 12, 2013 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn, Councilmember R. LeMont Glasgow, Councilmember Edwin E. Wicker, Councilmember Zebbie D. Goudelock, Councilmember Gregg Summer, Councilmember Thomas Louis Boyd,  Councilmember David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Police Chief Jackie Swindler, Interim City Manager W. A. Harvey.  Others Present: Sam Hunter, Kim Hunter, Ken Swygert and family, Coach Chad Cary, Coach Adonis Hill, School District Superintendent Bennie Bennett, Newberry High School Basketball Team, Burt Mohler, Chris Connelly, Butch Price, Henry Reeder, Mac Bartley, Ben Dukes, Blake Davis, Greg Taylor, Tim Swygert, Todd Guy, Deborah Shaw, Neicy Polifrone, Lee Potts and others.  News representatives:  Cindy Pitts.  

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilmember Glasgow gave the invocation.

MINUTES

Councilmember Summer made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Goudelock, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on February 12, 2013 as presented and to approve the minutes of the special meeting of Newberry City Council held on February 21, 2013 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending February 28, 2013 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes. City Manager Shacker advised that the financial report covered the first eight months of the fiscal year and that revenues as well as expenditures appear largely on track. He pointed out that City Council would be considering an Ordinance during the meeting that would make budget adjustments in the State A-Tax, Tourism and Utility Capital Funds.  He added that electric revenue had picked up to a normal level.

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES:	

Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Sam Hunter, Police Sergeant, for his twenty years of service. He received a certificate and gift selection packet commensurate with his years of service.
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Mayor Senn, City Manager Shacker and Chief Minick recognized Ken Swygert for his twenty-five years of volunteer service to the City’s fire department.  Chief Minick reported on Mr. Swygert’s many accomplishments with the department and presented him with a photograph commemorating his service.

RESOLUTION:			Newberry High School Basketball Team

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Senn presented a Resolution recognizing the coaching staff and members of the Newberry High School Basketball Team for their very successful season in winning the Class AA Upper State Basketball Championship.  He commented on their dedication, their enthusiasm and their great sportsmanship.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:	Cindy Pitts

Mayor Senn thanked Cindy Pitts of the Newberry Observer for her reporting on City Council matters and events in the City.  He wished her well in her new endeavors.

UTILITIES:				Electric Substation

Mayor Senn reported that the placement of increased demands on the City’s electric system had prompted a review of the current configuration of the system, its load and delivery points.  He stated that after evaluation and discussions with Duke Power, the staff was recommending the construction of a new substation at an estimated cost of 3.67 million.  He noted that the funding for this project would be provided by a tax exempt revenue bond issuance or a bank qualified loan which would be secured through a pledge of revenue from the City’s combined public utility.  He explained that the staff was in the process of reviewing statement of qualifications from financial advisors who would make specific recommendations on how to structure the financing for the electric substation as well as proposed improvements to the City’s water system.

City Manager Shacker reported on the bids received on the purchase of the transformers for the substation.

Mayor Senn indicated that the staff was seeking authorization from City Council to proceed with the project, award bids for the purchase of transformers for the project and to agree to a modification of the budget amendment ordinance, between first and second readings, to establish a capital fund for this project.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to authorize the electric substation project, award bids for the purchase of the transformers to W. E. G. and authorize a 
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modification to the budget amendment ordinance to include this project.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:			Electric Substation

Mayor Senn presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution authorizing the expenditure of certain costs related to the construction of an additional electrical distribution substation for the City.  He noted that the total estimated cost for this project would be 3.67 million dollars.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE:			FY2012-2013 Budget Amendment – First Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for first reading an Ordinance (#2013-1001) to amend the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget to reflect adjustments to the State Accommodations Tax Fund, the Tourism Fund and the Utility Capital Fund.

Mayor Senn remarked that an increase in state-wide accommodations tax collections resulted in a revenue growth of $9,197.00 to the City’s State Accommodations Tax Fund.  He reported that, in addition to the revenue, this same amount of expenditure from the line item Tourism Related FY13 within State Accommodations Tax Fund would need to be appropriated by the budget amendment to fund grants for eligible expenses.

Mayor Senn explained that revenues in the Tourism Fund were projected to increase by $14,000.00 as a result of increased bookings and activities associated with the Newberry Firehouse Conference Center and the package deals offered to customers.  He indicated that additional revenue of $14,000 would be appropriated in the FCC Package Deal line item and a corresponding expenditure would be appropriated in the Cost of Food and Beverage line item within this fund.

Mayor Senn noted that revenue from the Capital Projects Sales Tax fully funded the construction of the 20-inch water line and that additional revenue from the Capital Projects Sales Tax in the amount of $275,000 was proposed to pay for upgrades to the booster pump station and additional hydrants and blow-offs along the water line.  He pointed out that the Utility Capital Fund revenue would be adjusted by $275,000 and that an expenditure for the same amount would be accounted for in the 20-inch water line section of the Utility Capital Fund budget.

Mayor Senn noted that this Ordinance would be amended prior to second reading to include the costs associated with the funding for the electric substation.
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Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:			National Walking Day – April 3, 2013

Mayor Senn presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution in support of the City’s first National Walking Day which would be held on Wednesday, April 3rd.  He stated that this endeavor was an initiative of the American Heart Association aimed to promote walking during the workday as a healthy activity.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:			Fair Housing Month - April

Mayor Senn introduced a Resolution declaring April as Fair Housing Month in Newberry.  He stated that in order to continue receiving Community Development Block Grants the City needed to demonstrate a commitment to support fair housing.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:	CDBG Local Match – Water & Sewer Improvements – Mollohon

Mayor Senn submitted for Council’s consideration a Resolution committing the City to providing the local cash match for a Community Development Block Grant to fund water and sewer improvement to the Mollohon Mill Village.  He reported that the City’s cash match would be $50,000 for a $500,000 grant to complete the final phase of water and sewer line improvements in this community. He added that the grant filing deadline was April 15th and award decisions were anticipated in July.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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RESOLUTION:	Signatory Authority

Mayor Senn presented a Resolution authorizing W. A. Harvey, Shannon D. Smith and Tina P. Wicker to execute documents and sign checks on behalf of the City of Newberry.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel and legal matters as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilmember Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilmember DuBose, to return to open session at approximately 8:46 P.M. after discussing a legal matter related to utilities and a personnel matter related to the City Manager’s Office. Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before City Council, Councilmember Summer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:47 P.M.  Councilmember Boyd seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

							_______________________________ 								Foster Senn
						MAYOR

ATTEST:					

__________________________               			
Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk
Newberry, South Carolina

	(SEAL)
