MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC
FEBRUARY 12, 2013 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn, Councilmember R. LeMont Glasgow, Councilmember Edwin E. Wicker, Councilmember Zebbie D. Goudelock, Councilmember Gregg Summer, Councilmember Thomas Louis Boyd,  Councilmember David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Assistant Utility Director Marc Regier, Police Chief Jackie Swindler, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Finance Director Shannon Smith, Public Works Director Mac Bartley.  Others Present: Alex Dowd, Brian Beck, Beverly and Don Ringer, Joyce and Ron Vigus, Ted Smith, John Glasgow, Deborah Shaw, Niecy Polifrone, and others.  News representatives: Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilmember Glasgow gave the invocation.

MINUTES

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on January 8, 2013 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending January 31, 2013 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes. City Manager Shacker advised that the financial report revealed no unusual issues with the exception of the revenue from Newberry County which arrived in February instead of January.

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES:	

Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized the following employees for their years of service:  Alex Dowd, Engineering Technician, 5 years of service; Brian Beck, Fire Engineer, 10 years of service; and Jackie Swindler, Police Chief, 35 years of service. Each received a certificate and gift selection packet commensurate with their years of service.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:	AAA’s 2012 Traffic Safe Community Award

Mayor Senn announced that for the eighth consecutive year the City of Newberry had been named a “South Carolina Outstanding Traffic Safe Community” by AAA Carolinas Foundation 
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in the 10,000 - 30,000 population category.  He recognized Chief Swindler and the efforts of the Police Department in keeping our community safe.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:	Resolution – Joyce Vigus

Mayor Senn presented a Resolution honoring Mrs. Joyce Vigus and her accomplishments in chairing the 2012 Main Street Light’s Christmas Campaign.  He noted her successful fundraising and her dedication to overseeing all aspects of the decorating process.

UTILITIES:	Award of Contract – Oakland Mill Phase II – Trussell Brothers Construction Co. - $596,911.67

Mayor Senn reported that City Council had authorized the submission of an application for a $500,000 Community Development Block Grant to implement the second and final phase of water and sewer upgrades in the Oakland Mill Village.  He noted that in addition to upgraded mains, the project encompassed the installation of new fire hydrants, front yard service lines, curb and gutter and the resurfacing of streets impacted by the project.  He stated that the City had opened bids for the project and that the low bid was submitted by Trussell Brothers Construction Company in the amount of $596,911.67 and was under the estimated cost of the project.  He advised that the City’s consulting engineer and the staff recommended the award of the bid to Trussell Brothers.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to award the bid for the Oakland Mill Phase II Project to Trussell Brothers Construction Company in the amount of $596,911.67.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:	Authorizing Reimbursement for Certain Eligible Expenses from the Proceeds of Debt to be Issued by the City 

Mayor Senn introduced a Resolution authorizing the reimbursement for certain eligible expenses incurred by the City from the proceeds of debt to be issued for the rehabilitation of the City’s Water Treatment Plant, the construction of a water storage tank and the construction of an electric substation.  He pointed out that the Resolution before Council indicated the debt to be issued for the project would not exceed fifteen million dollars, a generous estimate for the project, and that the expenditure of any resource from the Utility Capital Fund on engineering services above the appropriated amount of $75,000 would come to Council for preauthorization.

City Manager Shacker made Council aware of the need to proceed with the purchase of transformers for the substation project because of a lead-time of forty-eight weeks on this 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]particular item.  He stated that the Resolution would allow the City to reimburse itself from loan or bond proceeds at a later date.

Councilmember Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Summer, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:				Alcohol Consumption – Irish Fling, March 15, 2013

Mayor Senn indicated that Irish Fling would be held on Friday, March 15th, and would be coordinated this year by the City’s Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department.  He stated that the request before City Council was to permit the public consumption of alcohol within the area bounded on the north by Harrington and Martin Streets, on the south by Friend Street, on the east by Livingston’s Station and the old transmission shop on Main Street and on the west by Nance Street provided that the alcohol is contained in the green plastic containers provided by the City.  He remarked that the event would begin at 6:00 P.M. and conclude at 12:00 midnight and the alcohol consumption would be limited to beer and wine and that no streets would be closed for the event.  He mentioned that the City would advertise any special entertainment and food & drink specials being provided by any of the downtown restaurants and bars and had arranged to have the local taxi companies provide a presence downtown should event participants need a safe ride home.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve the request for alcohol consumption on March 15th within the defined area, between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and midnight, as long as the alcoholic beverages are contained in the approved green plastic event container.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

DOWNTOWN:		Public Safety Initiatives

Councilman DuBose thanked the people who contacted him and those he contacted concerning the Police Department.  He stated that the overall response was that citizens were pleased with the safe neighborhoods and efforts by local law enforcement.  He explained that the discussions were lively at times but were a necessary part of the process to express and hear from all citizens and their concerns.  He asked that the City Manager expounded on the initiatives that would be undertaken.

City Manager set forth the initiatives that can be undertaken to further strengthen the community’s positive perception of law enforcement in the City.  He indicated that these steps included:
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1. Adoption of an ordinance authorizing sidewalk cafes in downtown Newberry.  He explained that this ordinance would be considered by the Municipal Planning Commission at its February 18th meeting and then by Council in March and April
2. Request a meeting with Newberry College to discuss student perceptions of downtown Newberry and law enforcement and creative concepts to shuttling students from the college campus to downtown and other areas of the City.
3. Coordinate a meeting between the owners of downtown eating and drinking establishments to discuss approaches to encourage and facilitate the use of taxis and other similar arrangements to drive patrons home when necessary.
4. Implement additional community policing in downtown at special events and in other locations of assembly in the City which will give our officers additional opportunities to have positive interactions with the public.   Additionally, as part of the FY 2013-2014 budget process to evaluate the feasibility funding a community policing position.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Glasgow, to return to open session at approximately 8:56 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

PERSONNEL:		City Manager’s Resignation

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to accept the resignation of City Manager Jeff Shacker effective April 12, 2013.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before City Council, Councilmember Glasgow made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:58 P.M.  Councilmember DuBose seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

							_______________________________ 								Foster Senn
						MAYOR

ATTEST:					

__________________________               			
Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk
Newberry, South Carolina

	(SEAL)

