MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC
JANUARY 8, 2013 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn, Councilmember R. LeMont Glasgow, Councilmember Edwin E. Wicker, Councilmember Zebbie D. Goudelock, Councilmember Gregg Summer, Councilmember Thomas Louis Boyd,  Councilmember David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Public Works Director Mac Bartley, Assistant Utility Director Marc Regier, Water/Sewer Supervisor Jim Liptak.  Others Present: Adrian Navarrete, Andy Rowe, Brad Rikard, Niele Andrews, Michael Kennedy, Janet Long, Wyse Hill, Columbus Gary, Arnold Hiller, Clayton Palmer, Clark and Cathy Kyzer, Niecy Polifrone, Lee Potts and others.  News representatives: Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilmember Glasgow gave the invocation.

MINUTES

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Goudelock, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on December 11, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending December 31, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes. City Manager Shacker said that staff was monitoring budget figures and especially the electric and water revenues which were slightly lower than last year. He advised that he anticipated discussing budget adjustments with City Council at its January work session.

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES:	

Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized the following employees for their years of service:  Adrian Navarrete, Police Dept. – 5 years; Andy Rowe, Police Dept. – 10 years; Brad Rikard, Utility Dept. – 10 years; Niele Andrews, Police Dept. – 15 years; Michael Kennedy, Police Dept. – 15 years. Each received a certificate and gift order packet commensurate with their years of service.

Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker also recognized the following employees and presented each with a token of appreciation upon their retirement:  Janet Long, Recreation Program Coordinator with the PRT Department – 20 years; Wyse Hill, Maintenance Work with the PRT 
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Department – 8 years; and Columbus Gary, Heavy Equipment Operator with the Public Works Department – 21 years.

PUBLIC HEARING:	Rezoning - Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map amendment – (Wilson Road – Tax Map Nos. 399-49, 399-50, 399-120, 399-124, 399-126, 399-128, 399-129 and 399-136)

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on a proposed amendment to the Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map of the City to rezone properties adjacent to Wilson Road (Tax Map Nos. 399-49, 399-50, 399-120, 399-124, 399-126, 399-128, 399-129 and 399-136) from their current zoning classifications to a zoning classification of General Commercial (GC).

The owner of Domino’s Pizza asked about the proposed retail business on the property and indicated he would have objections if the establishment was a liquor store or pawn shop activity
No one appeared to comment on the proposed rezoning and Mayor Senn declared the Public Hearing closed.

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION

Mr. Potts asked about the investigation into the alleged overly aggressive activities by the Police Department and the status of that investigation.  Mayor Senn and Councilman DuBose remarked that this inquiry would conclude by February. His other question concerned police walking patrols in the downtown area. City Manager Shacker stated that Chief Swindler thought this would be a possibility but needed time to budget and schedule staff.

Mrs. Cathy Kyzer stated that she asked some of her patrons about New Year’s Eve and why there was a lack of participation.  She stated that most commented on being afraid to go out.
She did want to commend the City for the placement of benches and the kiosk downtown. She asked about the parking signs and City Manager Shacker stated that the Public Works Department was working on this matter currently.

ORDINANCE (#2012-1019):	Rezoning - Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map amendment – (Wilson Road – Tax Map Nos. 399-49, 399-50, 399-120, 399-124, 399-126, 399-128, 399-129 and 399-136) – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn presented for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1019) to rezone the below mentioned properties by amending the City’s Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map to rezone properties located adjacent to Wilson Road designated by Tax Map Nos.: 399-49, 399-50, 
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399-120, 399-124, 399-126, 399-128, 399-129 and 399-136 from R-6 Residential and LI-Limited Industrial to GC-General Commercial. 

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember DuBose, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:				Budget Calendar for FY2013-2014 Budget Process

Mayor Senn indicated that Council had received a recommended calendar for the FY2013-2014 budget process setting aside the dates of May 7 (following City Council meeting), May 8 and May 9 as needed from 6:00 P.M. to no later than 9:00 P.M.

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Goudelock, to approve the FY2013-2014 Budget Calendar as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:				2013 Meeting Dates and Work Sessions

Mayor Senn reported that the City Manager had prepared a proposed calendar for City Council meeting dates and work sessions during 2013, noting the work session on January 15th.  He noted that the proposed calendar also included the budget work sessions for City Council

Councilmember Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilmember DuBose, to approve the 2013 Meeting Dates and Work Sessions Calendar as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:			2013-2014 Legislative Agenda 

Mayor Senn introduced a Resolution endorsing the Municipal Association of South Carolina’s statewide legislative agenda for 2013-2014.  He remarked that the three priorities included in the agenda were legislation that gives SC cities more flexibility in rehabilitating and removing dilapidated structures, that all revenue collected by the State on behalf of local governments is returned to cities and towns through the statutorily funded Local Government Fund, and the development of long-term and stable funding for roads, bridges and infrastructure maintenance, improvements and expansion.  He noted that the agenda also outlined three categories that the Association will monitor throughout the legislative year:  fiscal, economic development and public safety.

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Glasgow, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Newberry City Council
January 8, 2013
Page -4-

COUNCIL:				Work Session Topics

Mayor Senn stated that a City Council Work Session would be held on Tuesday, January 15th at 6:00 P.M. at City Hall and that the staff recommended the topics of: recreation progress report, special projects and events update, FY2012-2013 budget status, and utility department initiatives and projects.  Mayor Senn asked about the t-ball improvements.  City Manager Shacker stated that the City was moving ahead with a lease for the property and other parts of the project with the only exception being the grassing of the field.  He opened the floor for any items Councilmembers might like to have added to the Work Session for discussion.

Councilman Goudelock asked that sidewalk improvements be included in the list of work session topics. 

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Wicker, to approve the recommendation of topics as presented with the addition of the sidewalk improvements.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:

City Manager Shacker provided an update on the downtown streetscape project and the discussions and improvements that will be implemented.  The City is also working with the Transportation Committee about having the intersections re-stamped.

City Manager Shacker mentioned that the College Street improvements were being held up by the changes in the management of the grant program, but the staff had identified some items that could be moved forward while waiting on the SCDOT.

City Manager Shacker stated that the next phase of the water and sewer improvement project for the Oakland community had been bid and the low bid appeared to be approximately $596,911 with an anticipated start date in May.

He reported that there is a scheduled events planning meeting later this week but the downtown programs should soon total about 20 special events.

He reported that the Vincent Street Park improvements and the improvements at the Oakland Park were moving forward.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a contractual matter as outlined on the agenda.  
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Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to return to open session at approximately 8:54 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before City Council, Councilmember Boyd made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:55 P.M.  Councilmember Goudelock seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

							_______________________________ 								Foster Senn
						MAYOR

ATTEST:					

__________________________               			
Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk
Newberry, South Carolina

	(SEAL)

