MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

JUNE 12, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow (arrived late), Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, Thomas Louis Boyd, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt.  Others Present:  Sean and Christie Pomeroy, Clark and Kathy Kyzer, Bobby Smith, Lee Potts, Neicy Polifrone, Steve Foulis, Ryan Slattery, Deborah Shaw, Deborah Smith and others.  News representatives:  Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman DuBose led in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilman Goudelock gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on May 8, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending May 31, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Rezoning – 10 parcels on Radio Street – R-8 to R-6 

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed rezoning of property along Radio Street identified by the following tax map nos.: 341-4-5-7, 341-4-5-12, 341-4-5-13, 341-4-7-7, 341-1-7-8, 341-4-7-9, 341-4-7-10, 341-4-7-11, 341-4-7-12 and 341-4-7-13 from R-8 to R-6.  He asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the rezoning.

No one in attendance desired to make comments.
Mayor Senn asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the rezoning.  There being no comments, Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.
ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1005):
Referendum for Alcohol Sales on Sundays –  Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn offered for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1005) directing the Municipal Election Commission to conduct a referendum on September 11, 2012 that asks the voters to decide whether on-premise Sunday sales of alcohol should be authorized by the S.C. Department of Revenue within the City of Newberry.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Newberry City Council

June 12, 2012

Page -2-
Sean Pomeroy, Half Full Wine and Coffee, addressed City Council speaking in favor of the referendum being placed on the ballot.  He indicated that he had received calls from patrons concerning alcohol sales on Sundays as well as visitors at Opera House performances.  He noted that neighboring counties and cities had already approved Sunday alcohol sales. He indicated he would extend his hours if the referendum was successful to encourage people in the downtown area.
Clark Kyzer also spoke as owner of The Flying Pie and indicated his restaurant had been open on Sundays for brunch and had attempted to stay open to accommodate patrons at the Opera House and customers frequently requested alcoholic beverages.  He also indicated they would consider expanding their hours. 

Deborah Smith indicated that the Opera House Board endorsed this referendum and that it was felt this would benefit the downtown.

Niecy Polifrone, the Blue Moon, stated that her business was able to offer alcohol sales on Sundays and that she felt it would encourage visitors on Sundays to other businesses.

 Mayor Senn made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to adopt the Ordinance as presented putting the question on the ballot as a referendum in September to allow the 24 hour temporary licensing for on-premises consumption of alcoholic beverages. Voting “Aye”:  Glasgow, Wicker, Goudelock, Senn, Boyd and DuBose.  Voting “Nay”:  Summer.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a 6-to-1 vote of City Council members. 

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1006):
Newberry Dove Club Lease – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1006) to authorize the renewal of the lease with the Newberry Dove Club for a 13.5 acre tract of land adjoining the City’s Bush River Wastewater Treatment Plant on S. C. Highway 121 for an additional three year period.  He advised that the lease contained adequate termination notification clauses should the property be needed by the City or for future industrial development.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1009):
Rezoning Radio Street (R-8 to R-6) – First Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for first reading an Ordinance to rezone 10 parcels located adjacent to Radio Street from R-8 to R-6.  He indicated he was concerned about rezoning all of these parcels and suggested rezoning only the two lots closer to Glenn Street.
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Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Voting “Aye”:  Glasgow, Wicker and Goudelock.  Voting “Nay”: Senn, Summer, Boyd, and DuBose.  Mayor Senn declared the motion defeated following a 3-to-4 vote of City Council members present.

Councilman DuBose made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to refer the rezoning request back to the City Planning Commission with a request that the Board consider the rezoning of the two parcels closer to Glenn Street only.  Voting “Aye”:  Wicker, Goudelock, Senn, Summer, Boyd and DuBose.  Voting “Nay”:  Glasgow.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a 6-to-1 vote of City Council members.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving information and comments on the proposed City budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013.  He requested that the City Manager make the opening presentation.

City Manager Shacker thanked the department heads for their assistance and City Council for its guidance during the budget process.  He presented to City Council his budget message along with an overview of the revenues and expenditures in each of the eighteen funds.  He gave specific information on each of the divisions of the budget explaining reasons for any increases or decreases.
City Manager Shacker specifically pointed out that there were no tax or fee increases other than the electric rate increase of 4.5%.  He pointed out that Council salaries had not been adjusted since 1998 and that a survey of similar cities revealed that mayors were compensated at approximately $10,500 and council members at slightly more than $5,000.  He indicated that a survey of cities with the Council-Manager form of government indicated even higher salaries for mayors and council members. He recommended that the Mayor’s salary be adjusted from $7,200 to $10,000 and Councilmember’s salary from $3,600 to $5,000 effective the first pay period in October, following the general election in September.
Mayor Senn asked if anyone would like to speak in regard to the proposed budget.  There were no comments from the public and Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1007):
Chapter 9, Article II Amendment - Electric Rate Increase – First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance to amend various sections of Chapter 9, Article II of the City Code implementing a 4.5% electric rate increase to offset a 5.9% wholesale power electric rate adjustment which was put into effect by Piedmont Municipal Power Agency in May of 2012.
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Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1008):
FY2012-2013 Budget – First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance to adopt the budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013.  He noted that the millage rate of 86.4, which consists of the operating millage of 85.3 mills and the non-operating millage of 1.1 mills levied to maintain the City’s reserve for capital depreciation, was unchanged.  He explained that the budget contained no recommended tax or fee increases with the exception of the 4.5% increase in electric rates.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Summer, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

APPOINTMENTS:


Newberry Opera House Board

Mayor Senn reported that there were currently two vacancies on the Newberry Opera House Foundation Board and that a recommendation from that Board suggested the consideration of the appointment of Bennie Bennett, Superintendent of the Newberry County School District, to the Board to fill the term held by Mr. Tommy Johnson which expires June 30, 2014.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to appoint Bennie Bennett to the Newberry Opera House Foundation Board for a term ending June 30, 2014.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

CITY COUNCIL:


Sister City

Mayor Senn reported that former Mayor Ed Kyzer hosted the sister city trip to Hamm, Germany with approximately 18 citizens.

CITY COUNCIL:


Teenage Pregnancy Month

Mayor Senn remarked that last month was Teenage Pregnancy Month and that teenage pregnancy was on the decline.
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CITY COUNCIL:


Loud Music

Mayor Senn reported that he had received complaints concerning loud music, especially in cars.  City Manager Shacker indicated he had discussed this complaint with Chief Swindler and that he would encourage his officers to continue to be vigilant about this offense.
CITY COUNCIL:


Taste of Newberry

Mayor Senn reminded everyone that the Taste of Newberry was this Friday and thanked Deborah Smith for her efforts in promoting this event.  Ms. Smith also reminded everyone about the Taste of Jazz immediately following the close of the Taste of Newberry which would be in the courtyard located between the Opera House and the Firehouse Conference Center.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Glasgow made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:46 P.M.  Councilman Goudelock seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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