
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL 

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC 

MAY 10, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin Wicker, Louis 
Boyd, Gregg Summer, David E. DuBose.  Member Absent: Zebbie D. Goudelock 

 
Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City 
Manager Matt DeWitt, Planning and Development Services Director Ward Braswell, Public 
Works Director Mac Bartley, Fire Chief Keith Minick, City Planner Doug Currier.  Others 
Present: Don Hurst, Kyle Vaughn, Bob Petit, Ted Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berley, Joe 
Loony, Mr. and Mrs. P. K. Fuller, Bobbie Smith, Stuart Smith, Blake Davis, Jim Parks, 
Deborah Smith, and others.   
News representatives:   Cindy Pitts, Heather Hawkins.   
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman Boyd led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Mayor Senn expressed sympathy to the Donald Morris family and noted that he had served on 
City Council from 1978 to 1982. Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.   
 

MINUTES 

 
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve the minutes of 
the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on April 12, 2011 as presented.  Mayor Senn 
declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report 
for the period ending April 30, 2011.  Mayor Senn indicated that the report would be attached to 
and made a part of the minutes.  
 
City Manager Shacker stated that the budget was on track with mid-year adjustments, although 
revenues were much lower than in past years. 
 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 
 
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Don Hurst, Residential and Commercial 
Inspector, for five years of service to the City.  City Manager Shacker noted that Mr. Hurst had 
previously been employed by the City from1988 to 2005. Also recognized by Mayor Senn and 
City Manager Shacker was Kyle Vaughn, Fire Lieutenant, for fifteen years of service.  Each was 
presented with a certificate and a gift order packet commensurate with their years of service. 
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COUNCIL: Funding Request and Presentation by the Newberry 

Small Business Development Center - $5,000 

 

Mr. Bob Petit of the Newberry Small Business Development Center advised City Council on the 
benefits of the Center to the Newberry business community and presented them with a packet of 
information outlining the programs and services supplied by the SBDC.  He thanked the City for 
its support in the past and requested that City Council consider continued funding of the SBDC 
in the amount of $5,000. 
 
Mayor Senn thanked Mr. Petit for his presentation and acknowledged that Council would be 
considering this funding request during its budget work sessions. 
 

COUNCIL: Funding Request from the Newberry Chamber of 

Commerce – Visitor’s Center - $20,000 
 
Mr. Ted Smith, Executive Director of the Newberry County Chamber of Commerce, appeared 
before City Council to request additional funding for the Newberry Chamber and Visitor’s 
Center.  He indicated he was committed to making the Newberry Chamber and the Visitor’s 
Center the best in the State and to making Newberry the ideal place to live, work and play.  He 
asked that Council consider increasing the appropriation from $10,000 to $20,000 in the FY 
2011-2012 budget.  He stated that the increase in funding would be utilized to operate the 
Visitor’s Center Monday-Saturday and to actively promote the City and County of Newberry as 
a destination for tourists and individuals interested in relocating to Newberry.  He reported on 
plans for upgrading the Chamber’s offices and on the work Newberry County is doing to repair 
the building to make it more accessible. 
 
Councilman Glasgow asked about current staffing.  Mr. Smith stated that there were two full-
time and one part-time staff members who were providing services six days a week.  
 
Councilman Summer complimented Mr. Smith on the newsletter the Chamber produces. 
 
Mayor Senn indicated the request would be considered by City Council during budget 
discussions. 
 

COUNCIL:    Scotts Creek – P. K. Fuller 

 

Mr. P. K. Fuller of 1715 Wheeler Street addressed City Council concerning the periodic flooding 
of the north fork of Scotts Creek in his neighborhood and to resubmit a proposal he presented to 
City Council in 2006.  He introduced a committee of citizens interested in this project.   
 
Mr. Fuller proposed that: (1) City and County Councils meet to discuss the flooding of Scotts 
Creek; (2) the City should clear the creek of trees, logs, brush, debris, etc. using existing  
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personnel and equipment; (3)  following storms City personnel should monitor and remove 
debris and obstructions; (4) Newberry City and County Councils should contact all property 
owners along the creek to request the donation of sufficient right-of-way to implement the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers flood control project and consider condemnation where property 
owners are unwilling to donate; (5) Newberry City and County Councils should hire an engineer 
with flood control experience to serve as a point of contact with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for the flood control project. He charged that Council members are responsible for the 
health and safety of the citizens they represent. 
 
Mayor Senn indicated that there had been some progress on the Scotts Creek situation, but 
cautioned that solutions to problems such as this were not always as easy to resolve as 
anticipated. 
 
City Manager Shacker stated that there are some difficulties with the flood control project itself 
and that the acquisition of property as well as construction of the project constitutes a funding 
problem.  He felt that some of the concerns expressed, especially in items 2 and 3, might be 
addressed immediately.  He requested the opportunity to meet with staff and then follow-up with 
Council and with Mr. Fuller and his committee. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: Rezoning – 1315 Caldwell St. – Core Commercial to 

General Commercial   

 
Mayor Senn declared a Public Hearing to discuss the request to rezone a .04 acre located at 1315 
Caldwell Street from Core Commercial to General Commercial. 
 
No one appeared to provide comments in favor of or opposed to the rezoning request and Mayor 
Senn declared the Public Hearing closed. 
 

ORDINANCE (#2011-1004): Rezoning of 1315 Caldwell St. from Core Commercial 

to General Commercial – First Reading 

 

Mayor Senn submitted for first reading an Ordinance (#2011-1004) to rezone a .04 acre of land 
located at 1315 Caldwell Street from Core Commercial to General Commercial.  He pointed out 
that the rezoning was at the request of the property owner, Mr. Eugene Jacobs who proposed to 
locate a car sales lot on the site.  He also noted that the Municipal Planning Commission had 
voted to deny the rezoning request citing that the General Commercial classification was too 
intense and varied for this transition area between historic downtown Newberry and the College 
Street historic district.  He indicated that the Commission expressed reservations about applying 
the more suburban set-back requirements of the GC classification to the property and did not feel 
this area should carry the same zoning classification as the Wilson Road and Highway 219 
corridors.  He advised that the Planning Commission went further recommending that the City  
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consider downsizing or contracting the General Commercial designation of its property and 
possibly others to CC, NC or OC classifications. 

 

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to deny the zoning request 
for the property at 1315 Caldwell Street.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a 
unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

RESOLUTION:   National Preservation Month (May) 

 

Mayor Senn introduced for Council’s consideration a Resolution declaring May as National 
Preservation Month in the City of Newberry. He noted that this year’s theme draws attention to 
the federal “Save Americas Treasures” grant program.  He mentioned two projects, the 
Newberry Opera House and the Oakland Mill Project, as examples of recipients of these grant 
programs. 
 
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to adopt the Resolution as 
presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council 
members present. 
 

COUNCIL:    Taste of Newberry – Alcohol Permit 
 
Mayor Senn advised that the Newberry Opera House was again requesting authorization from 
Council to apply for an alcohol permit for the sale and consumption of beer and wine during the 
Taste of Newberry event scheduled for Friday, June 17th. 
 
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to authorize the Newberry 
Opera House to pursue the alcohol permit as requested.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried 
following a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

RESOLUTION:   Lease to Oakland Mill Redevelopment Group, LLC 

 

Mayor Senn recommended that this matter be discussed in Executive Session under legal 
matters. 
 
Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to defer this matter to 
Executive Session.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City 
Council members present. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to enter an Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussing legal and personnel matters as outlined on the agenda.   
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Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members 
present. 
 
Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to reconvene the regular 
meeting at approximately 8:50 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a 
unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

RESOLUTION:   Lease to Oakland Mill Redevelopment Group, LLC 

 
Mayor Senn explained that under the proposed agreement, the City would lease 2701 and 2703 
Fair Avenue to Oakland Mill Redevelopment Group, LLC to construct a surface parking lot to 
meet the parking needs of the Oakland Mill property following its rehabilitation and adaptive 
reuse as apartment units and housing for Newberry College students.  He indicated that the City 
will ultimately convey the lots in question to Oakland Mill Redevelopment Group, LLC in 
exchange for three residential lots currently owned by the Group.  He stated that the delay in the 
exchange of property was to give the Group time to complete the process to clear the title on two 
of the three lots that will be transferred to the City. 
 
Councilman Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to authorize the City 
Manager to execute the appropriate documents to lease the two lots on Fair Avenue to the 
Oakland Mill Redevelopment Group, LLC.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a 
unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Senn advised the Council had completed the City Manager’s evaluation during Executive 
Session which resulted in an excellent rating and that the results of the evaluation would be 
communicated to the City Manager by City Council 
 
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Boyd made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:52 P.M.  Councilman Summer seconded the motion 
which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present.  
 
 

       _______________________________  

       Foster Senn 
      MAYOR 
ATTEST:      

 
__________________________                   
Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk 
Newberry, South Carolina     (SEAL) 


