Article 9. Sign Regulations

900. PURPOSE OF SIGN REGULATIONS.

The purpose of sign control in the City of Newberry is to:
900.1 Provide for identification, information and advertisement in an orderly manner,
900.2 Protect the public health, safety and welfare of the City, or

900.3 Improve the visual quality of gateways and corridors and protect the integrity of
adjacent neighborhoods.

901. SIGNS PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS WITHOUT A PERMIT.

901.1 Signs customarily associated with a residential use not exceeding two square feet in
area that are not of a commercial nature, such as:

A.  Address signs not larger than one square foot.
B.  Mail box signs.

C. Signs posted on private property relating to private parking or warning the public
against trespassing or danger from animals.

901.2 Signs erected by, on behalf of, or pursuant to the authorization of a governmental
body, including legal notices, identification and informational signs, and traffic,
directional, or regulatory signs.

901.3  Official signs of a noncommercial nature erected by public utilities such as pole
identification signs.

901.4 Flags, pennants, or insignia of any governmental or nonprofit organization when not
displayed in connection with a commercial promotion or as an advertising device.

901.5 Signs designating historic resources provided such signs have been approved by the
City of Newberry.

901.6 Signs directing and guiding traffic on private property that do not exceed four square
feet each, that do not exceed three feet in height, and bear no advertising message..
Such signs are limited to one per driveway and may include a corporate logo or icon.

901.7 Signs painted on or otherwise permanently attached to currently licensed motor
vehicles that are not primarily used as signs, not parked adjacent to the street, and are
equipped and licensed for use on public roads with the sign affixed.
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901.8

901.9

Temporary displays, including lighting, erected in connection with the observance of
holidays. Such displays must be removed within 30 days following the holiday being
observed.

One non-illuminated temporary sign per 200 feet of road frontage, not exceeding six
square feet in size in residential districts or 20 square feet in non-residential districts,
provided such signs are located on private property at least 10 feet from the lot line
and are removed within seven days following the sale or event. Such signs may
include real estate for sale, garage sale, and political signs. The lot owner upon whose
land the sign is placed shall give written permission for the placement of said signs and
will be held responsible for violations.

902. SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL DISTRICTS.

902.1.

902.2.

902.3.

902.4.

902.5.

902.6.

902.7.

902.8.

902.9.

Any sign not expressly permitted by this article.

Any sign that interferes with the sight triangle (clear view area) necessary for
motorists to proceed safely through intersections or to enter onto or exit from public
streets, private roads or driveways.

Banners; streamers; animated displays; moving signs that rotate, flutter or use or
mimic similar movement; and pennants are prohibited unless expressly permitted in
this article.

Any sign that by its location, color, size, shape, nature, or message would tend to
obstruct the view of, or be confused with, official traffic or emergency signs or signals
or other signs erected by governmental agencies.

Any sign which bears or contains statements, words or pictures of an obscene or
pornographic nature.

Signs which emit audible sound, odor, or visible matter.

Any sign or advertising material written on or affixed upon any tree, bush, shrubbery,
utility pole, traffic sign, hydrant, fence, rock, or street marker. Such signs may be
removed and destroyed without notice if located on public property.

Any sign placed on, in, or over any public property, including the public right-of-way,
without the written consent of the public authority having jurisdiction over the
property. Such signs may be removed and destroyed without notice.

Signs painted on or otherwise permanently attached to motor vehicles or trailers
(vehicle sign) that are conspicuously and routinely parked adjacent to or near a street
are prohibited and shall be parked or stored as remotely as possible from public
streets.
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902.10. Signs installed over a vehicle passageway located within a parking area.

902.11. Trivision signs.

902.12. Roof signs.

902.13. Offsite signs and portable signs unless expressly permitted by this article.

902.14. llluminated strings of lights that outline lot lines, sales areas, roof lines, doors,
windows, or similar areas.

902.15. Signs that use flashing, blinking, or moving lights.

902.16. Signs that cast into a residential district illumination of intensity or duration

incompatible with the residential district.

903. SIGNS TYPES REQUIRING A PERMIT.

Except for certain exempt permanent and temporary signs as explicitly noted in § 901 — Signs
Permitted in all Districts without a Permit of this Article, no sign may be constructed, installed,
erected, moved, enlarged, illuminated, substantially altered or otherwise established including
the changing of a sign face without first having been issued a City of Newberry Sign Permit
demonstrating that such activity conforms to the provisions of this Ordinance. The following
table establishes, defines, and illustrates allowed sign types. Additional sign definitions are
provided in Article 12 — Definitions.

Type and Definition Category Example Photos

Canopy Sign - A sign painted on, woven in, or Attached Sign
attached to a canopy or awning. Canopies and
awnings are roof-like covers that project from the
wall of a building providing cover over a door,
window, or patio or, in the case of canopies, are
freestanding for the purposes of shielding from the
elements such as over a service station island or
sidewalk. Canopies and awnings may be made of
fabric, plastic, or metal. The terms canopy and
awning signs do not include marquee signs.

Construction and Subdivision Signs - Temporary Freestanding

signs displaying the names of building, contractors,
architects, engineers, owners, financial institutions,
realtors and similar entities for lots under
development or redevelopment, or that announce
a land subdivision. Work identified may include
land landscaping, construction, building alteration,
and removal.

Sign
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Type and Definition

Category

Example Photos

Marquee Sign - A permanent structure attached to
the front of a building that incorporates a large
message center. Typically illuminated and often
ornate in design, a marquee sign projects over the
entrance of the building and provides a canopy-like
extension over at least a portion of the sidewalk or
street.

Attached Sign

Monument Sign - A freestanding sign that extends
from the ground or is attached directly to the
ground generally for the entire length of its bottom
sign face dimension or that has a support which
places the bottom of the sign less than 12 inches
from the ground. The sign face area shall be
determined by the outer measurements of the sign
beginning at grade level.

Freestanding
Sign

Neighborhood Entrance Sign - A sign located at the
entrance to the subdivision for the purpose of a
permanent identification of the subdivision.

Freestanding
Sign

Projecting Sign - A sign that is wholly or partly
dependent upon a building for support and that
projects at an angle away from the building so that
the leading edge extends more than six inches
beyond the building wall.

Attached Sign

Pylon Sign - A freestanding sign supported by one
or more poles that are placed on or anchored in
the ground or other surface and otherwise
separated from the ground more than 12 inches by
air, generally over seven feet in height, and that is
independent from any building or other structure.

Freestanding
Sign

Sidewalk Sign - A free-standing and self-supporting
moveable sign designed to be displayed on a
sidewalk or area outside of and adjacent to a place
of business and oriented towards pedestrians and
slow moving traffic.

Freestanding
Sign
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Type and Definition Category Example Photos

Temporary Banner Sign - A sign advertising goods Attached Sign
or services provided on the premises that is not
permanently attached to the ground or a legal
structure.

S OPENING SOON f

Wall Sign - A sign fastened to or painted on the Attached Sign
wall of a building or structure in such a manner
that the wall becomes the supporting structure for,
or forms the background surface of, the sign.

904. SIGN TYPES BY ZONING DISTRICT.

The following table sets forth the list of permitted signs by zoning district.

P = Permitted “-“ = Not Permitted
Residential Commercial Industrial Special
Sign Type R-10| R-8 (| R-6 | RD |[RMX | NC | OC | CC | GC LI Bl [PDD| D1 |CM | CTO |[MSIO| ISO
Canopy -l - -1-|lP|P|lP|P|P| P P | - |P|P| P | P |P
Constructionand |, | o\ o | p | o | plp|p|p|p | P |P|P|lP|P [P |r
Subdivision
Monument P|lP|P|P| P |P|P|P|P]| P P | - | -|P| P | P |P
Marquee = = = = = = P| P | - = P - - - P - -
Neighborhood plplp|Pp| P |P|lP|P|lP| P |P|P|P|P|P|P|P
Entrance
Pylon -l - -1 - - -|-|lPlP| P - -1 -1 P P | -
Projecting = > = = P P| P | P | - = P - - - - - P
Sidewalk - - - - - - P - - - P - - - - - -
Temporary -l -l-|-|P|P|P|P|P| P P| -|-|-| P | P |P
Banner Sign
wall* - | -/-]1-| P |P|P|P|P| P P - -] -1P P | P
Notes ! Signs are limited to permitted non-residential uses and may not be illuminated in residential
districts.
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905. DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS.

The following table sets forth the dimensional requirements for each permitted sign type.

Min. Setback (Ft.)
Max. Project
Maximum Sign Boundary
Number Maximum Sign Width Maximum or Lot
Sign Type Allowed Height (Ft.) (Ft.) Area”*® (Sq. Ft.) Street Line*
Canopy 1 per street | > 8’ above sidewalk NA 10 sq. ft. NA NA
front

e Signs may appear only on the face of the canopy or attached to a canopy over a sidewalk at a
minimum clearance of nine feet above the sidewalk.

e MSIO and ISO: On-site signage (wall, canopy, projecting, etc.) shall consist of not more than
425 sq. ft. in total.

Construction 1 per street 6’ 6’ e Construction: 36 sq. ft. 10’ 10
and front e Subdivision: 20 sq. ft.
Subdivision

e Construction signs must be removed no more than 30 days after construction is completed.

e Subdivision signs must be at least 300 feet apart and removed when 75 percent of the lots
have been sold.

e Sign lighting is prohibited.

Monument 1 per street |NC, OC, CC, MSIO: 7’ 8 e NC, OC, CC NC, OC, CC, 10 10’
front CTO: 5’ MSIO, ISO: 49 sq. ft.
e CTO: 6sq. ft.

e CTO: Sign appearance must be consistent with the overall design concept.
e For non-residential buildings, multi-family dwellings, and group dwellings, a non-illuminated
business identification sign or bulletin board not exceeding 20 sq. ft. in area is permitted.

o Digital signs are limited to 32 square feet of sign area and the largest dimension of the sign
area shall not exceed 8 feet.

Marquee 1 per street 10’, min. above NA 200 sq. ft. NA NA
front sidewalk
e MSIO: On-site signage (wall, canopy, projecting, etc.) shall consist of not more than 425 sq. ft.
in total.
Neighborhood | 2 per 6’ 8’ 32 sq. ft. 5’ 10’
Entrance entrance
Pylon® 1 per street | e MSIO: 25’ min./ 16' | e MSIO, by height: 10’ 10’
front, 165’ max. -25to0 59’: 288 sq. ft.
business e ISO: 60’ -60 to 99’: 380 sq. ft.
uses only e GC, LI, BI: 25’ -100 to 139’: 480 sq. ft.
-140to 165": 672 sq. ft.
*1S0: 300 sq. ft.

e MSIO: May construct one pylon sign as part of their permitted maximum signage square
footage (1,247 sq. ft.). Sign cutouts and extensions, not exceeding a total of 150 sq. ft., may
be attached to signs standing 140 to 165 feet tall. Cutouts and extensions may not extend
above the 165-foot height.

e CTO: Pylon signs are prohibited.

e Digital signs are limited to 32 square feet of sign area and the largest dimension of the sign

area shall not exceed 8 feet.
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Min. Setback (Ft.)
Max. Project
Maximum Sign Boundary
Number Maximum Sign Width Maximum or Lot
Sign Type Allowed Height (Ft.) (Ft.) Area”*® (Sq. Ft.) Street Line*
Projecting 1 per street May not extend NA A total of 5 percent of NA NA
front per above the roofline the square footage of
business the facade or 45 sq. ft.
for a two story building,
whichever is less.

e Signs may extend outward from the wall of a building not more than six and one-half feet but
not closer than 18 inches to the vertical plane at the street curb line. Signs may not project
beyond the lot lines, except signs may encroach on public sidewalks in the CC District at a
minimum height of 10 feet above grade.

e MSIO: On-site signage (wall, canopy, projecting, etc.) shall consist of not more than 425 sq. ft.
in total.

o The total area of signs on the exterior front surface of a building shall not exceed 20 percent of
the front surface or the maximum area permitted by district regulations, whichever is less.

o The total area of signs on the exterior side or rear surface of a building shall not exceed 25
percent of that surface area or the maximum permitted by district regulations, whichever is
less.

Sidewalk

1 per street 4 2.5 NA NA

front per
business

12 sq. ft.

Must allow a minimum of five feet of unobstructed pedestrian/wheelchair corridor between
the sign and any nearby street appurtenance, landscaping feature or other structure.

Must be placed on the sidewalk fronting the place of business no further than 12 feet from the
entrance to the business.

Must not to obstruct the swing radius of vehicle doors parking legally on the right-of-way.
Must not be attached by any means to a public feature.

May only be displayed during the period the business is open.

e Business must hold a current City of Newberry business license.

e Must be weighted to prevent overturning and designed to prevent splaying.

Temporary
Banner Sign

1 per street | Must meet the requirements for wall signs including the NA NA
front per | calculation of total area of signs

business

e Permitted on a temporary basis for a period not to exceed 30 days within a calendar year
e Must be located only on the principal structure

Wall

NA NA | NA | ¢ CTO: 65q. ft. NA NA

e Signs may not extend above the roofline or more than 24 inches from the wall.

e CTO: Signs appearance must be consistent with the overall design concept.

e MSIO: On-site signage (wall, canopy, projecting, etc.) shall consist of not more than 425 sq. ft.
in total.

e The total area of signs on the exterior front surface of a building shall not exceed 20 percent of
the front surface or the maximum area permitted by district regulations, whichever is less.

e The total area of signs on the exterior side or rear surface of a building shall not exceed 25
percent of that surface area or the maximum permitted by district regulations, whichever is
less.

e Signs placed on a residential building noting a home occupation shall not exceed one
square foot in size.
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Min. Setback (Ft.)
Max. Project
Maximum Sign Boundary
Number Maximum Sign Width Maximum or Lot
Sign Type Allowed Height (Ft.) (Ft.) Area”*® (Sq. Ft.) Street Line*

TABLE NOTES | * For single commercial establishments whether free-standing or part of a multi-tenant/owner
site, not more than two signs of any type, not to exceed 250 sq. ft. in total size, may be
permitted except within the CC District where businesses may also have a sidewalk sign.
Pylon and monument signs advertising multiple businesses located on a single development
site such as a corporate or retail center shall not be included in the two-sign limit.

2 Pylon signs within the MSIO may be built on-site or off-site. On-site pylon signs must be a
minimum of 100 feet from all other pylon signs. If built off-site, the pylon sign must be
located within the MSIO. Any off site signage constructed in the MSIO may only be for
businesses located within the MSIO. Such off-site pylon signs shall be in lieu of any on site
pylon signs permitted by the underlying zoning district. Off-site pylon signs must be a
minimum of 500 feet from all other pylon signs.

® In the Campus Main District, commercial signage (excluding scoreboard attachments and
other forms of athletic field advertisement) shall not exceed 12 sq. ft. and may not be visible
from any public right-of-way or adjoining lot.

4 Project boundary line or lot line, whichever is most appropriate for this measurement as
determined by the City.

>Onalot occupied by a business use in the GC, LI or Bl districts, not more than four signs of
any type having a total area of not more than 600 square feet in area shall be permitted;
however, sign area not exceeding a total of 750 square feet may be granted as a special
exception by the Board of Zoning Appeals.

906. METHOD OF MEASUREMENT.

906.1. The message area of a sign shall be the entire width within a single, continuous
perimeter enclosing the outer dimensions of the actual message or copy area
including decorative trim, customary extensions or embellishments, any structural
elements outside the limits of such display surface.

906.2. If the sign consists of more than one section or module, all of the area, including that
between sections or modules, shall be included in the computation of the sign area.

906.3. With respect to two-sided, multi-sided, or three-dimensional signs where all sign faces
are visible from a single point of reference, the sign message area shall be computed
by including the total of all sides designed to attract attention or communicate
information that can be seen at any one time by a person from one vantage point.
Where multiple sign faces are not visible from a single point of reference, the sign
message area shall be calculated by using the area of only one side of such sign, so
long as the distance between the backs of such signs does not exceed five feet.

906.4. The height in feet of the sign is the vertical distance from the ground level immediately
under the sign structure to the top of the sign structure.

City of Newberry, SC
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907. SIGN DESIGN.

907.1. Materials. Signs must be constructed of durable materials approved by the Zoning
Administrator.

907.2. Design of Ground Signs. Ground signs shall have a minimum of 18 inches and
maximum of 30 inches separation between the ground and the sign message area.
This separation may consist of a solid base of masonry material or consist of
landscaping.

Distance of Sign Message Area to Grade

907.3. lllumination. The City of Newberry recognizes that for signs to be fully effective,
illumination may be preferred in certain development contexts, but should be
restricted in other contexts generally related to proximity to residential areas,
development intensity, and specific planning goals for particular areas. Accordingly,
illumination of signs shall conform to the following criteria:

A.  All external sign illumination shall shield point sources of light from any public
right-of-way or adjacent residential uses. In no case shall light be directed or
reflected onto any residential lot, into a sleeping room in any district, or onto a
public right-of-way.

B.  Signs within 150 feet of any residential zone district may not be illuminated
between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., unless the impact of such lighting
beyond the boundaries of the lot where it is located is entirely inconsequential
as determined by the City.

C. Internally illuminated signs are not permitted in any residential district.

907.4. Freestanding signs shall be securely fastened to the ground or to some other
substantial supportive structure so that there is no danger that either the sign or the
supportive structure may be moved by the wind or other forces of nature and cause
injury to persons or property. The sign shall be designed to be removable at the sign
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907.5.

907.6.

structure base or foundation. The free standing sign shall meet the adopted building
code specifications for wind load and design.

Building mounted signs shall be securely fastened to the building structure so that
there is no danger that either the sign or the support structure may be moved by the
wind or other forces of nature and cause injury to persons or property. These signs
shall be designed to be removable.

All permanent signs shall meet adopted building code specifications for construction,
attachment, lighting and wind load.

908. SIGN MAINTENANCE.

908.1.

908.2.

908.3.

908.4.

All signs and all components thereof, including supports, braces, and anchors, shall be
maintained in finished condition and shall be free of peeling, chipping, rusting,
wearing, fading so as to be legible at all times and must remain free of rusting, rotting,
breaking or other deterioration including vegetation that obscures any of the sign
face.

Any sign which advertises or pertains to a business, product, service, event, activity or
purpose which is no longer conducted or publicly available, or which has not been in
use or publicly available for twelve months, or which is no longer imminent within a
period of twelve months, or any sign structure that fails to display any sign copy for
twelve months, or any sign which, for a period of six months, has vegetation growing
upon it, clinging to it, touching it or obscuring the sign face or sign parts or structure or
any sign, for a period of six months, which has not been maintained to be free of
peeling, chipping, rusting, wearing and fading so as to be legible at all times or to be
free of rusting, rotting, breaking or other deterioration of the sign parts shall be
deemed to be an obsolete or abandoned sign. The passage of time alone under the
above-delineated circumstances establishes abandonment or obsolescence.
Abandonment does not require any element of personal or business intent to
relinquish the rights one might have in sign placement as the term is used or defined
in this Ordinance.

Obsolete or abandoned signs, sign copy or sign structures are prohibited and shall be
removed by the owner of the lot, his agent, or person having the beneficial use of the
building or site upon which sign or sign structure is erected within 60 days after
written notification from the City of Newberry. In the event of noncompliance with
the aforesaid terms and provisions, the City, at its discretion, may have such signs
removed at the expense of the lot owner.

If the message portion of a sign is removed, leaving only the supporting “shell” of a
sign or the supporting braces, anchors, or similar components, the owner of the sign
or the owner of the lot where the sign is located or other person having control over
such sign shall, within 90 days of the removal of the message portion of the sign,
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908.5.

908.6.

either replace the entire message portion of the sign or remove the remaining
components of the sign.

When any sign is relocated, made inoperative, or removed for any reason, except for
maintenance, all structural components, including the sign face and sign structure,
shall be removed or relocated with the sign. All structural components of freestanding
signs shall be removed to ground level. Painted wall signs, and the structural
components of all other signs, shall be removed back to the original building
configuration and the building restored to its original condition.

The immediate area around a freestanding sign shall be kept clear of all debris and
maintained by the landowner, or their agent, in an attractive manner so as not to
create visual blight.

909. UNLAWFUL CUTTING OF TREES OR SHRUBS.

909.1.

No person may, for the purpose of increasing or enhancing the visibility of any sign,
damage, trim, destroy, or remove any trees, shrubs, or other vegetation located:

A.  Within the right-of-way of any public street or road, unless the work is done
pursuant to the express written authorization of the City or other agency having
jurisdiction over the streets; or

B. Inany area where such trees or shrubs are required to remain by City Code.

910. VARIANCES PROHIBITED.

910.1.

No variances may be granted to the sign provisions. Changes may only be made by
following the Zoning Ordinance amendment procedures.
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