
What is a GREENWAY?  

A place to provide people with access to open spaces 

close to where they live, and to link together the rural 

and urban spaces in the American landscape threading 

through cities and countrysides like a giant  

circulation system. 

 
 

One of the first known modern definitions for the word “greenway” from; 

President’s Commission on Americans Outdoors in the USA (1987) 

 

 

 

 



Multi Objective Greenways  

Transportation 

Recreation 

Economic Development 
Growth Management 

Wildlife Corridors 

Conservation 

Flood Control 

Sociability and Interaction 

Stewardship 

Water Quality 

Habitat 

Community Connections 
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Impacts 

 

 



FACT:  
Non Point Source Pollution is the main reason that 

40 percent of our surveyed rivers, lakes, and 

estuaries are not clean enough to meet basic use for 

fishing and swimming. 



 

Tourism 

Real Estate 

New Business 

 

Economic 

Impacts 

 

 
Photo Credit - Damascus, VA -www.vacreepertrail.us 



FACT:  
1.6 million local visits accounted for about  

$5.3 million of spending directly related to  

Virginia's W&OD trail. 



 

Obesity 

Health Care  

Longer Life 
 

Health & 

Wellness 

Impacts 

 

 



FACT:  
More than one-third of U.S. adults (35.7%) are 

obese  

 

The estimated annual medical cost of obesity in the 

U.S. was $147 billion in 2008 U.S. dollars; the 

medical costs for people who are obese were 

$1,429 higher 



SCENARIO: 
 

10,000 City Population 

If 3,500 are obese (35%) AVG SC RATE 

 

3,500 x $1,500 = $5,250,000 

 

PER YEAR! 





 

Traffic 

Sprawl 

Equality 

Mobility 
 

Transportation 

Impacts 

 

 



 

Housing 

Lifestyle 

Leisure 

 
 

Quality of 

Life 

 

 Photo Credit Alex Hammer  - WOD Trail 



FACT:  

 Over 38% of Americans (113 million) live in cities  

with polluted air. 

 

The Newberry, SC air quality index is 1.5% greater 

than the South Carolina average and 16.2% greater 

than the national average.  



FACT:  
National Association of Realtors rank trails as the 

2nd most important community amenity  

out of a list of 18 choices. 





 

 

How many miles of Greenway do you have? 

 

How do you fund your greenway program? 

 

In one word, what is your biggest challenge to 

implementation? 



Knoxville, TN  

Metro Greenways 

Photo Credit Knoxville Track Club 

• 35 miles of paved trails - 60 miles total 

 

• 3 - 4 miles of paved trails built each year 

 

• $3.4 million in 16 years 

 

• 20% City funds.  

 

• 80% State, Federal and Private 

 

• 1 mile of trail per 6,600 residents 

 



• 28 miles of greenways, 15 on the way 

 

• $11.2 million, state and federal 

 

• $2.8 million, grants and donations 

 

• Mandatory land dedication for new 

developments along the river  

 

•HUD funds for greenway development 

 

 

Nashville, TN  

 

Photo Credit - Chip Curley 



Charlotte  

Mecklenburg, NC  
 

• $32.3 million, bond issue @ 3.98%  

 

• 22 miles of paved greenway trails 

 

• 158 miles undeveloped greenways 

 

• Undeveloped greenways used for    

runoff and flood control 

 

•Mixing Recreation and Retail 

 

 



Indianapolis, IN  
• The Lilly Endowment - $4.2 

million grant for trail development  

 

• Sister Support “Greenway 

Foundation” 

 

• Goal - 175 miles of greenways to 

connect; 58 parks, 26 schools, 5 

colleges, 6 museums and 150 

destinations 

  

• 45 miles of active trails built 

 

.  

 

 

Photo Credit – Indy Greenways - Monon Trail 



• Over $17,000 were raised for  

Portland Trails by the group's  

First Annual Giveaway/Getaway.  

 

• A Trails for Healthy Maine Bond,  

- $10 million proposed 

 

• Popular Adopt- a-Trail enables groups to 

adopt a section of trail  for $1,500 annual 

donation. 

 

• Over 100 corporate sponsors 

 

 

 

Portland,  ME  

 

Photo Credit - cyclethegreenway.com 



Kansas City, MO 

Metro Green  
 

• Studying potential regional sales 

tax to fund green initiatives   

 

• Proposed 1,144 miles of trails, 7 

counties, 2 states, 1.7 million people  

 

• 85 miles of existing trail 

 

• Goal to connect to the Katy Trail, 

- a national draw 

Photo Credit – Kansas City Bicycling Club - kcbc.com 



SC FUNDING 
 

•Tourism Partnership Fund (SCPRT) 

 

• SC National Heritage Corridor Grant 

 

• Parks and Rec Dev. Fund (SCPRT) 

 

• LWCF Grants 

 

•Recreation Trails Program (SCPRT) 

 

•Transportation Enhancement (SCDOT) 

 

•SR2S (SCDOT) 

 

•Eat Smart Move More 





Establishing Vigorous Momentum 

• Multi-Jurisdiction Cooperation 

• Private Funding 

• Bold Partnerships 

• Leverage Funds/Double the Money 

•Reseed Our Grass Roots (Generation X) 

 

 


























