REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC
APRIL 9, 2013 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn, Councilmember R. LeMont Glasgow, Councilmember Edwin E. Wicker, Councilmember Zebbie D. Goudelock, Councilmember Gregg Summer, Councilmember Thomas Louis Boyd,  Councilmember David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Interim City Manager W. A. Harvey, Public Works Director Mac Bartley, Police Chief Jackie Swindler.  Others Present: Barry Bishop, Gene Shealy, members of the Fire Department, Dr. Betsy McDowell, Professor Kathryn Mock and Newberry College nursing students, Lillian Bouknight, Desiree Busko, Deborah Shaw, Neicy Polifrone, Lee Potts, Lisa Toland, and others.  News representatives:  Tammy Kitchen and Elyssa Parnell.  

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilmember Glasgow gave the invocation.

MINUTES

Councilmember  Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember  Goudelock, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on March 12, 2013 as presented and to approve the minutes of the special meeting of Newberry City Council held on March 20, 2013 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending March 31, 2013 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes. City Manager Shacker mentioned that everything was on track and reminded City Council of the budget amendment Ordinance that would receive consideration under Old Business.

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES:	

Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Barry Bishop, Maintenance Worker in the Street Division of Public Works, for his five years of service and Gene Shealy, Fire Lieutenant, for his ten years of service. Each received a certificate and gift selection packet commensurate with their years of service.

Mayor Senn presented a Resolution to Jeff Shacker, City Manager, recognizing his years of service to the City and the accomplishments he achieved during his tenure as Economic 
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Development Coordinator, Assistant City Manager and then City Manager.  He expressed his and Council’s best wishes in all his future endeavors and thanked him for his service to the City.

Councilman Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:			Presentation of Community Health Research Projects

Mayor Senn recognized Doctor Betsy McDowell, Newberry College Nursing Program, who acknowledged the City’s cooperation in assisting her students with community health research projects.  Professor Mock introduced the three groups and their research topics which included: Adult Flag Football in Newberry: Best Practice Analysis, Smoking Restrictions/Reduction Programs, and Implementation of Physical Activities to Improve the Overall Health and Wellness of Newberry’s Community.

Each student group then presented the findings of their research and answered any questions from City Council.

ORDINANCE:	FY2012-2013 Budget Amendment – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2013-1001) to amend the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget to reflect adjustments to the State Accommodations Tax Fund, the Tourism Fund and the Utility Capital Fund and Utility Capital – Electric Substation Fund.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to approve the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

BID:					Transformers – Electric Substation

Mayor Senn reminded City Council that at last month’s meeting a bid award for the transformers for the new electric substation had been awarded to WEG.  He reported that upon further review of the bid by the engineering consultant and the City staff a recommendation was being made to withdraw that award because of exceptions taken by WEG following the bid opening.  He stated that it had also been determined that the delivery of replacement parts would be from a facility in Mexico with higher freight and shipping costs, customs issues and a failure to meet the “Made in America” spirit of the bid specifications.  He advised that the engineering consultant was recommending the acceptance of the original low bid offered by SPX Transformer Solutions/Waukesha.
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Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to withdraw the original bid award and to award the bid for the transformers to SPX Transformer Solutions/Waukesha.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:				Accommodations Tax Award 

Mayor Senn reported that the City’s Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee met on April 2nd to consider three requests submitted for the expenditure of $37,893.00 in available funds for this year.  He indicated that three requests, totaling $49,750.00, had been submitted for funding.  He advised that the committee recommended funding of the three requests as follows: (1) Newberry Opera House - $20,230.00 for advertising, representing 78% of the original request; (2) City of Newberry - $12,663.00 for community promotions, representing 78% of the original request; and (3) City of Newberry Oktoberfest - $5,000.00 for promotion of the event, representing 66% of the original request.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve the recommendation of the City’s Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee and award funding as stated.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

UTILITIES:				Master Plan – Utility Shop 

Mayor Senn remarked that City staff is proposing significant modifications to the Utility Shop property on Louis Rich Road in order to accommodate the new electric substation, water storage tank, the relocation of the warehouse and upgrades to the shop.  He stated that in order to evaluate the suitability of the site for the proposed improvements, City staff was requesting authorization to have Progressive Engineering evaluate the property and determine the feasibility of implementing the improvements within the footprint of the City’s property fronting on Louis Rich Road.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to authorize Progressive Engineering to proceed with an evaluation of the project.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:	PMPA Appointments

Mayor Senn submitted for Council’s consideration a Resolution appointing Mayor Foster Senn as Director to the PMPA Board and Marc Regier, Interim Utility Director, as Alternate Director to the PMPA Board.  He explained that these appointments were necessary due to the resignation of Jeff Shacker as City Manager.
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Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:	Carolina Day – June 28

Mayor Senn presented a Resolution designating June 28th as Carolina Day in the City of Newberry upon request of the Sons of the American Revolution.  He pointed out that this date was significant because it was the date the Colony of South Carolina defeated a fleet of British ships at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:				Resignation – Gregg Summer 

Councilman Summer announced he would be relinquishing his seat on City Council and submitted his resignation from Newberry City Council effective April 30, 2013.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Senn and Council members thanked Mr. Summer for his service to the City. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilmember Summer made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Goudelock, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a legal matter related to real estate as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to return to open session at approximately 9:05 P.M. after discussing a legal matter. Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before City Council, Councilmember Summer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:06 P.M.  Councilmember Boyd seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 

Council held a budget work session immediately following adjournment of the City Council meeting.
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							_______________________________ 								Foster Senn
						MAYOR

ATTEST:					

__________________________               			
Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk
Newberry, South Carolina

	(SEAL)
