MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC
NOVEMBER 13, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn, Councilmember R. LeMont Glasgow, Councilmember Edwin E. Wicker, Councilmember Zebbie D. Goudelock, Councilmember Gregg Summer, Councilmember Thomas Louis Boyd,  Councilmember David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Public Works Director Mac Bartley.  Others Present:  Bob Montgomery, Pete Oliver, Denise Polifrone, Munson Summer, Karen Summer, Lee Potts, Clark and Kathy Kyzer, Allison Moore, Ted Williams, Debbie Turner, Michelle Long, Debra Shaw, and others.  News representatives: Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilmember Goudelock gave the invocation.

MINUTES

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Wicker, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on October 9, 2012 as presented and to approve the minutes of the special meeting of Newberry City Council held on October 11, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending October 31, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes. 

City Manager acknowledged that the budget was tracking in accordance with the budget adjustments made by City Council.

COUNCIL:				Presentation by Small Business Development Center

Mr. Bob Montgomery and Mr. Pete Oliver appeared before City Council representing the Newberry College Office of the S.C. Small Business Development Center to present information on the operation of the Center.  Mr. Montgomery indicated that his office had assisted over fifty-one small businesses in the area and was truly a success story.

Mr. Oliver thanked Council for its support.  He remarked that the Centers assisted both new and existing businesses with free counseling services offered to all types of small businesses.  He 
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urged people to take advantage of the offerings for small businesses through the Small Business Development Center. 

CITIZEN REQUEST:		Denise Polifrone (Downtown)

Mayor Senn recognized Ms. Denise Polifrone who requested an opportunity to share with City Council her thoughts on additional special events and coordination of those events, community marketing and downtown revitalization.  Ms. Polifrone indicated that the downtown is dying and that the revitalization efforts are regressing and that the merchants do not see any progress being made in the growth of the downtown.  She criticized the City’s Police Department and its overzealous enforcement.  She complained about the hospitality tax and other fees imposed by the City.  She stated she felt the marketing and tourism efforts the City had implemented were only targeted towards the Opera House and that other businesses who contributed to the funding of the tourism and promotion of the City were not receiving any benefits.

Ms. Polifrone explained her revitalization efforts in the purchasing and development of the building where she and her business partner had opened The Blue Moon.  She commented on their investment in the business and mentioned that she and her partner had rejected the idea of further investment in the downtown community because of the current conditions.

Ms. Polifrone encouraged City Council to take a new approach and look at ideas and encouraged them to establish a process for listening to the ideas of business owners.  She again addressed issues surrounding the police department, the hospitality tax, the Firehouse Conference Center and Opera House funding.

CITIZEN REQUEST:		Munson Summer (Downtown)

Mayor Senn recognized Mr. Munson Summer who requested an opportunity to share with City Council his perspectives on downtown Newberry and current economic conditions in the downtown.

Mr. Summer stated he was very sorry to hear that The Blue Moon was closing and it impressed upon him a need to address City Council about the downtown business market.  He stated he had experienced a significant reduction in gross income and at the same time higher utility costs.  He complained about the Oktoberfest event and the handling of his plans to play music outside his shop during the event.  He also felt that better communication between the City and the downtown business owners was badly needed.  He mentioned the Architectural Review Board and its onerous rules concerning signage, etc.  He encouraged the City to look at coordinating growth downtown instead of on the by-pass.  He addressed a few issues concerning the police department and community policing and better communication between the police and the citizens.  He posed several questions concerning the idea of what a historic Newberry should be.
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Mr. Summer addressed the closing of businesses and his reluctance to encourage anyone to open a business downtown.  He stressed the importance of communication between the City and the business owners.

Ms. Kyzer thanked Lee Potts, Denise Polifrone and Munson Summer for their comments.  She asked that the City allow the placement of the banners on Main Street by private businesses to promote what these business are offering and special events they may be sponsoring.

Mayor Senn stated that there was not a curfew downtown and that Councilmembers do not make $10,000 a year.  City Manager Shacker stated that a lot of comments made by the business owners were right on point and that he did feel that better communication was needed between the merchants and the City.  He offered to get together with the merchants in a setting that they preferred and discuss the current events planned for downtown, the planned streetscape for Main Street and other issues addressed tonight.  

Councilmember Goudelock thanked those who spoke but indicated that his name and phone number, as well as that of every Councilmember, is in the newspaper.  He stated that in his twenty-two years on Council no one had contacted him about downtown issues like those discussed tonight.

Councilmember Glasgow stated he appreciated the perspective of those who spoke tonight and he remarked that the members of City Council considered the importance of the downtown area as a critical issue.

PUBLIC HEARING:	Zoning Ordinance amendment – Elimination of Multi-family residential development in General Commercial Zoning District

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments relative to the
proposed amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance to eliminate the permissibility of multi- 
family residential development within the General Commercial (GC) Zoning District.

Mayor Senn asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or in opposition to the proposed 
amendment.  No one offered comments and Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.
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PUBLIC HEARING:	Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map amendment – (College Park, Springfield Place, Newberry Arms, and 428 Wilson Road)

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments concerning the
proposed amendment to the City’s Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map to rezone properties, 
College Park, Springfield Place, Newberry Arms and vacant property at 428 Wilson Road 
to City FLUM Mixed and City Zoning RMX (Mixed Residential) District.

Mayor Senn asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or in opposition to the proposed 
amendment.  No one offered comments and Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.

PUBLIC HEARING:	Zoning Ordinance, Section 900 – Sign Regulations and Section 901 – Permitted Signs amendment 

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments relative to the
proposed amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance to amend Section 900 - Sign 
Regulations and Section 901 – Permitted Signs to limit the size, number and location of LED 
(Light Emitting Diodes) Signs.

Mayor Senn asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of or in opposition to the proposed 
amendment.  A citizen questioned whether the new regulation was for on-premise or off-premise 
signs and City Manager Shacker advised it would be on-premise signage. 

No one offered comments and Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.

ORDINANCE (#2012-1015):	Business License – Insurance Companies – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1015) amending the City’s Business License Ordinance as it relates to insurance companies and non-admitted insurance brokers and to adopt a new agreement with the Municipal Association of South Carolina for the collection of business license taxes on behalf of the City of Newberry.  He explained that the amendment was necessary in order to comply with legislative action regarding these businesses.

Councilmember Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilmember DuBose, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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ORDINANCE (#2012-1017):	Zoning Ordinance amendment – Elimination of Multi-family residential development in General Commercial Zoning District - First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1017) amending the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance to eliminate the permissibility of multi-family residential development within the
General Commercial (GC) Zoning District.  He advised that the City Planning Commission had 
recommended removing multi-family housing from the table of permitted uses within the 
General Commercial (GC) District regulations and that multi-family residential developments 
would be considered in the Mixed Residential (RMX) Zoning District.

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember DuBose, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012-1016):	Rezoning - Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map amendment – (College Park, Springfield Place, Newberry Arms, and 428 Wilson Road) - First Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1016) to rezone the below 
mentioned properties by amending the City’s Future Land Use Map and Zoning Map to rezone 
properties, College Park on Kendall Road (TMS 286-3-31), Springfield Place at 200 Springfield 
Circle (TMS 342-2-7-15), Newberry Arms on Wilson Road (TMS 399-51) and vacant property
at 428 Wilson Road (TMS 399-106-7), to City FLUM Mixed and City Zoning RMX (Mixed 
Residential) District.

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012-1018):	Zoning Ordinance, Section 900 – Sign Regulations and Section 901 – Permitted Signs amendment - First Reading

Mayor Senn offered for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1018) to amend Section 900 - Sign 
Regulations and Section 901 – Permitted Signs of the City’s Zoning Ordinance to limit the size, 
number and location of LED (Light Emitting Diodes) signs.  He noted that the Ordinance would 
limit LED signage to properties within the General Commercial (GC), Limited Industrial (LI) 
and Basic Industrial (BI) Zoning Districts.  He added that the Ordinance would limit property 
owners to no more than one LED sign of a size no greater than 32 square feet and a single 
dimension no larger than 8 feet in length.
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Councilmember DuBose made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Wicker, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

UTILITIES:	Annexation Agreement/Outside Water Service-726 Kendall Rd. 

Mayor Senn indicated that the City had received an executed Annexation Agreement from the property owner of 726 Kendall Road (TMS 341-2-7-53) requesting extension of water service to the property where a proposed Family Dollar will be erected.  He reported that the property was adjacent to an existing water line and would require nothing more than a water tap.

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Glasgow, to accept the Annexation Agreement and approve the extension of water service to the property.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:			Arbor Day - December 

Mayor Senn introduced for Council’s consideration a Resolution designating December 7, 2012 as Arbor Day in the City of Newberry.

Councilmember Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

CITY COUNCIL:			Mayor Pro Tem 

Councilmember Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Wicker, to appoint Councilmember Zebbie D. Goudelock as Mayor Pro Tem for a two-year term which will expire on October 14, 2014.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of Councilmembers voting.  Councilmember Goudelock abstained.

APPOINTMENT:			Architectural Review Board 

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to reappoint Tony Chapman, Luvester Davis, Elizabeth Hipp and Sean Pomeroy to another two-year term on the Architectural Review Board, noting that the terms would expire at the end of December, 2014.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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APPOINTMENT:			Newberry Housing Authority 

Councilmember Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Boyd, to reappoint Clarence Chick to another five-year term on the Newberry Housing Authority Board, noting that the term would expire at the end of December, 2017.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Senn indicated that City Council would hold a Work Session following the Executive Session and adjournment of the City Council meeting.

Councilmember Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Glasgow, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing contractual and legal matters as outlined on the 
agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilmember Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Wicker, to return to open session at approximately 8:43 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Senn advised that Council would take no action on other items discussed in Executive Session.

There being no further business before City Council, Councilmember Glasgow made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:44 P.M.  Councilmember Summer seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
 

							_______________________________ 								Foster Senn
						MAYOR

ATTEST:					

__________________________               			
Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk
Newberry, South Carolina
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