MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

OCTOBER 9, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, Thomas Louis Boyd, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Public Works Director Mac Bartley.  Others Present:  Lindsay Sexton, Janet Long, Debra Shaw, Ed Wicker, Jenny DuBose, Beverly Summer, and others.  News representatives: Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.

MINUTES

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on September 11, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending September 30, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes. 
City Manager Shacker indicated that revenues and expenditures were tracking as expected at this point in the budget process. 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Lindsay Sexton, Maintenance Worker in the Street Division of the Public Works Department, for completing 5 years of service and Janet Long, Recreation Program Coordinator, for her twenty years of service.  Each received a certificate for their service and a gift selection package commensurate with their years of service.

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION

Mayor Senn advised that the Municipal Election Commission had certified that the incumbents in Districts 2, 4 and 6 had been re-elected without opposition and that the referendum permitting on-premises alcohol sales had been passed.
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Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to accept the Certification of the Municipal Election Commission.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

OATHS OF OFFICE
Municipal Court Judge Frank Partridge administered the Oaths of Office to newly elected Council members:  Edwin Wicker – District 2; Gregg Summer – District 4; and David DuBose – District 6.
ORDINANCE (#1012-1013):
FY2012-2013 Budget Amendment – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1013) to amend the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget.  He noted that spreadsheets attached to the Ordinance provided details about the proposed budget adjustments which would award bonuses to employees, upgrade the T-ball/Training League ball field, the youth football field, Vincent Street Park and allocate funds for design for Oakland Park in the General Fund.  He stated that the Gross Revenue Budget would also be adjusted to award bonuses to employees, to purchase a computer/server, perform water tank maintenance and transfer funds to the Utility Capital Fund.  He indicated that the funds transferred to the Utility Capital Fund would be utilized to upgrade flocculators at the water plant, pay for engineering at the water plant and purchase additional electrical materials.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 

ORDINANCE (#2012-1014):
Water Sales Agreement – Newberry County Water & Sewer Authority – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn presented for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1014) authorizing the execution of an amended Water Sales Agreement with the Newberry County Water and Sewer Authority.  He explained that the original agreement had been executed in 1987 and had renewed every five years since.  
City Manager Shacker reported that the new agreement would result in a stronger and closer relationship between the parties and the new term of the agreement would be for twenty years.  He explained that the notice requirement for discontinuing the arrangement would now be three years and that the minimum and maximum purchase options had been adjusted to meet the needs of both parties and the rates would be unchanged.  He noted that the penalty for not meeting the minimum had been eliminated, that metering locations remained the same and that the testing of 
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the meters would be the City’s responsibility and the testing of the backflow preventers would be the responsibility of the Authority.  He stated that the agreement contained a requirement for both parties to meet at least once a year to discuss operational changes and needs.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:
October – Community Planning Month
Mayor Senn offered for Council’s consideration a Resolution declaring October as Community Planning Month.  He advised that adoption of this Resolution would promote the positive contributions that professional planning makes to the quality of life in communities and would give the City to recognize and acknowledge the contributions made by volunteer members to the Municipal Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals and Architectural Review Board.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:



Council Work Session
Mayor Senn remarked that the staff was recommending that Council Work Session scheduled for October 16th be moved to November 15th.  He indicated this would give staff more time to provide updates on the projects discussed at the August Work Session.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to hold the next Work Session on November 15th.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012-1015):
Business License – Insurance Companies – First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1015) amending the City’s Business License Ordinance as it relates to insurance companies and non-admitted insurance brokers and to adopt a new agreement with the Municipal Association of South Carolina for the collection of business license taxes on behalf of the City of Newberry.  He explained that the amendment was necessary in order to comply with legislative action regarding these businesses.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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APPOINTMENT:


Municipal Planning Commission 
Mayor Senn suggested that this matter be deferred to Executive Session for further discussion.

Councilman Summer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to defer discussion of an appointment to the Municipal Planning Commission to Executive Session.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel, contractual and legal matters as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to return to open session at approximately 10:24 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

APPOINTMENT:


Municipal Planning Commission – Marc Scott

Councilman Summer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to appoint Rev. Dr. Marc Scott to the Municipal Planning Commission.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to authorize the City Manager to negotiate and execute on behalf of the City an agreement with Spirit Telecommunications to lease dark fiber optic strands.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Senn advised that Council would take no action on other items discussed in Executive Session.

There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Boyd made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:26 P.M.  Councilman Goudelock seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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Foster Senn
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Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk

Newberry, South Carolina
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