MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

AUGUST 14, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, Thomas Louis Boyd, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick.  Others Present:  Tina Liptak, Suzanne Elston, Bennie Havird, Corey Shealy, Angela Summer, Rev. Milton Corley, Ryan Slattery, Doggett Whitaker, Ben Moore, Burt Mohler, Chris Johnson, Anthony Rembisz, Debra Shaw, Newberry Fire Department Staff and Volunteers and others.  News representatives: Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  The Newberry Fire Department Honor Guard presented the colors.  Mayor Senn led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.
Chief Minick explained the origin of the Newberry Fire Department Honor Guard with special mention to its organizing members and the plans for this group.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on July 10, 2012 as presented and to approve the minutes of the special meeting of Newberry City Council held on July 17, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending July 31, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes.  

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Area Wide Optimization Program Award
Mayor Senn announced that for the tenth time in eleven years the City of Newberry Water Plant was the recipient of the Area Wide Optimization Program Award presented by the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control.  He indicated that participating in the program and receiving the award demonstrates the City’s commitment to ensuring that the finished water delivered to customers meets or exceeds all state and federal safe drinking water standards.  He acknowledged the supervisor and staff at the plant for their commitment to providing this quality service to the citizens of Newberry.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Fire Department Volunteers

Mayor Senn commented on the invaluable service provided to the City by the volunteer members of the Newberry Fire Department.  He acknowledged the time and training commitment required of these individuals and thanked them for their service.

Chief Minick introduced the volunteers, noting their years of service and credentials with the Fire Department: Robert O. “Butch” Price – 25 years; Ken Swygert – 24 years; Floyd Sides – 23 years; Mac Bartley – 19 years; David Hurst – 14 years; Chris Johnson – 9 years; J. D. McCarley – 6 years; Anthony Rembisz – 3 years; Corey Shealy – 3 years; Tony Ferreria – 2 years; R.J. Doran – 2 years; and Ben Moore – 2 years.  Chief Minick made a special presentation to Volunteer Price in recognition of his service.
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Tina Liptak, Senior Administrative Assistant at the Police Department, and Suzanne Elston, Program Manager – Tourism at the Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department upon completion of five years of service to the City.    They also recognized Utility Department employees: Bennie Havird, Heavy Equipment Operator in the Water/Sewer Division, and Corey Shealy, Wastewater Operator D in the Wastewater Treatment Plant Division, for ten years of service.  Each received a certificate for their service and a gift selection package commensurate with their years of service.

COUNCIL:



St. Matthews Baptist Church
Rev. Milton Corley, St. Matthews Baptist Church, appeared before City Council to provide information about the church’s efforts to establish a community development non-profit corporation, conduct summer camps and organize an after-school program.  He indicated the goal was to grow these programs with the assistance of the business community.  He asked that City Council issue a letter of support for the programs being sponsored by the church that could be used in conjunction with letters of support from Newberry County, Senator Cromer and Representative McLeod to solicit resources from the business community.
Mayor Senn asked that the City Manager draft a letter of support from Newberry City Council.
COUNCIL:



September City Council meeting 

Mayor Senn advised that earlier in the year City Council had adopted a schedule of meetings for the year and had opted to move the September 11th meeting to September 10th because of the City election.  He reported that since none of the incumbents had opposition the general election was cancelled and requested that Council consider moving the regular monthly meeting back to Tuesday, September 11th.  He added that a city-wide referendum to determine whether the on-
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premise consumption sale of alcoholic beverages be allowed on Sundays would still be conducted on September 11th.
Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to hold the City Council meeting on September 11, 2012.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1012):
Lease/Purchase Agreement – First Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1012) authorizing the City to enter into a lease/purchase agreement for the purchase of an automated leaf collection truck.  He reported that the City had received bids for the truck, all four of which came in below the budgeted $150,000.00 for the vehicle.  He indicated that the City was now soliciting institutions interested in providing financing for the equipment and that this information would be finalized prior to second reading.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members.

UTILITY:
Annexation Agreement – 12 Sidney Drive
Mayor Senn reported that an Annexation Agreement had been executed by Mrs. Martha Dominick the owner of the property located at 12 Sidney Drive agreeing to annex her property when it becomes contiguous to the City limits in exchange for outside water service.
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to accept the Annexation Agreement and approve the extension of water service to the property located at 12 Sidney Drive.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 

COUNCIL:



August 29 – Work Session Topics
Mayor Senn stated that the City Manager had submitted the following topics for discussion at the City Council work session to be held on Wednesday, August 29:  Recreation Progress Report, Multi-Family Zoning; FY2012-2013 Budget; College Street and Main Street Streetscape Project Updates; and Utility Department Projects and Initiatives. He asked if any other topics needed to be included for the work session. Councilman Goudelock asked that sidewalk extensions be added to the list of topics.
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Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to accept the City Manager’s recommended work session topic list.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

APPOINTMENTS:


Municipal Planning Commission
This item was deferred to Executive Session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Summer, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel, contractual and legal matters as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to return to open session at 9:32 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.  Mayor Senn reported that information had been received but no action would be taken on matters discussed in Executive Session.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman DuBose made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:32 P.M.  Councilman Boyd seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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