MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

JULY 10, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, Thomas Louis Boyd, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick.  Others Present:  Lucille Kinard, Bobby Smith, Annette Davis, Brian Beck, R. J. Dowd, Andrew Morris, Gene Shealy, Ron Roberts, Ben Dukes, Tim Swygert, William Smith, Laura Dukes, Barry Bishop, Deborah Shaw, Deborah Smith, members of Fire Explorers Post 2119 and others.  News representatives:  Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on June 12, 2012 as presented and to approve the minutes of the special meeting of Newberry City Council held on June 19, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending June 30, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes.  City Manager Shacker advised that preliminary figures indicated the City will conclude the fiscal year in a very sound financial posture.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Fire Explorers Post 2119

Mayor Senn explained the Learning for Life program of the Boy Scouts of America which is a worksite based learning program and recognized the participants in Fire Explorers Post 2119 as well as the coordinating staff from the Fire Department.  Chief Minick expressed his thanks for the young participants and their willingness to learn firefighting skills and participate in programs at the department.
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EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Lucille Kinard, Administrative Assistant at the Fire Department, upon completion of fifteen years of service to the City.  She received a certificate for her service and a gift selection package commensurate with her years of service.

COUNCIL:



Keep Newberry County Beautiful Campaign

Ms. Annette Davis, Newberry County Soil and Water Conservation District, and Ms. Laura Dukes, Chairperson of the NCS&WCD, appeared before City Council to explain the Keep America Beautiful program and their efforts to establish and promote the Keep Newberry County Beautiful Program.  Ms. Dukes explained the purpose of the Keep Newberry County Beautiful Program and the key focus areas of litter prevention, waste reduction and recycling, and community beautification.  Ms. Davis commended the City on the conditions of its streets and the lack of litter observed during the litter survey conducted by her committee. She asked that the City continue its support of the program.
PUBLIC HEARING:

Rezoning – 2 parcels on Radio Street – R-8 to R-6 

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed rezoning of two parcels of property along Radio Street identified by the following Tax Map Nos.: 341-4-7-12 and 341-4-7-13 from R-8 to R-6.  He asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the rezoning. 
Mr. Bobby Smith explained that he was interested in preserving the neighborhood and had a vested interest in the area and its future development. He asked that City Council consider giving second reading at a special meeting later this month.
Mayor Senn asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the rezoning.  There being no comments, Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Rezoning – 1.71 acres on Main Street – GC to R-10 

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed rezoning of a 1.71 acre tract of land, identified as a portion of Tax Map No. 398-24, located adjacent to the Newberry County Career Center on Main Street from GC (General Commercial) to R-10.  He asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the rezoning. No one in attendance desired to make comments.

Mayor Senn asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the rezoning.  There being no comments, Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.
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ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1010):
Rezoning – 2 parcels on Radio St. from R-8 to R-6 –  First Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1010) to rezone two parcels of land located adjacent to Radio Street (341-4-7-12, 341-4-7-13) from R-8 to R-6.  He stated that the property owner intended to sell the property for the development of two duplexes.
Councilman Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members.
Mayor Senn suggested that City Council schedule a special meeting to hold second reading of this Ordinance.  Council concurred with meeting on Tuesday, July 17, at 5:00 P.M.
 ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1011):
Rezoning – 1.71 acres on Main St. from GC to R-10 –  First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1011) to rezone a 1.71 acre tract of land located adjacent to the Newberry County Career Center on Main Street from GC to R-10.  He indicated that the Newberry County School District intended to construct administrative offices on the site.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members. 

City Manager Shacker suggested proceeding with second reading of this Ordinance at the special meeting on Tuesday, July 17 at 5:00 P.M.  City Council concurred.

STREETS & HIGHWAYS:

Four-way Stop Sign at Charles & Wright Streets
City Manager Shacker reported that the West End Project which included water and sewer line upgrades as well as milling, resurfacing and curb/gutter restoration.  He remarked that the Public Works Director has expressed some concern about the two-way stop sign located at Charles and Wright Streets and had requested that consideration be given to making this intersection a four-way stop.  He indicated that the City had temporarily installed four-way stop signs at the intersection and had not received any complaints about the change.  He stated that staff was requesting authorization from City Council to make the four-way stop at Charles & Wright Streets permanent.
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Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to authorize the four-way stop at the intersection of Charles & Wrights Streets.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members.

COUNCIL:



CDBG – Oakland Phase II Water/Sewer Upgrades

Mayor Senn announced that the City had received notification that it was the recipient of a $500,000 Community Development Block Grant to upgrade water and sewer infrastructure in the Oakland Mill Village.  He explained that in addition to the water and sewer upgrades, the grant would also encompass the installation of new fire hydrants, front yard service lines, curb/gutter and the resurfacing of the streets impacted by the project.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to accept the Community Development Block Grant award of $500,000.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members.

APPOINTMENTS:


Newberry Opera House Board

Mayor Senn reported that the name of Denise Reid had been submitted to City Council for consideration to fill a vacancy on the Newberry Opera House Foundation Board of Directors. He noted that Ms. Reid would fill an unexpired term that would expire on November 30, 2015.
Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to appoint Denise Reid to the Newberry Opera House Foundation Board for a term ending November 30, 2015.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COLLEGE STREETSCAPING
City Manager Shacker indicated there was some activity involving the College Street Enhancement Project.  He reported that SCDOT had completed the survey and the project was now in the design phase.  He said he felt the project would not get underway until after the first of the year.  He advised that a meeting had been held with the Rosemont Cemetery Committee and discussion of the removal of the chain-link fencing and the installation of some landscaping along the street had received approval from the Rosemont Cemetery Committee.  He stated he felt this part of the project could get underway this summer.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:42 P.M.  Councilman Boyd seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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