MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

APRIL 10, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, Thomas Louis Boyd.  Absent: David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Police Chief Jackie Swindler.  Others Present:  Chuck Counts and family, Chuck Rogers, Kevin Atkins and family, Roy McClurkin, Kevin Goodman, Mike O’Connell, Jimmy Coggins, Jarrod Bruder, Bobby Bowers, Representative Walt McLeod, Lillian Bouknight, Karen Standish, Ron and Teresa Halfacre, members of the Newberry High School Basketball Team, Katrina Singletary, Professor Betsy McDowell, Newberry College nursing students, and others.  News representatives:  Tammy Kitchen and Cindy Pitts.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman Summer led in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on March 13, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending March 31, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes.  

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker, along with Police Chief Jackie Swindler, recognized Charles (Chuck) E. Counts, Police Captain, for his service to the City of Newberry and presented him with his police weapon and badge upon his retirement. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS:
Police Department
Police Chief Swindler recognized the following employees for promotions received within the department:  Kevin Atkins to Police Captain; Roy McClurkin to Senior Investigator (Lt.); and Kevin Goodman to Investigator (Lt.).

Mayor Senn recognized Charles (Chuck) Rogers for being named Newberry County Law Enforcement Officer of the Year by the Newberry Exchange Club.
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Mr. Jarrod Bruder, representing the S.C. Law Enforcement Accreditation Council appeared before Council to officially notify the City that the Newberry Police Department has been approved for re-accreditation for a fifth consecutive three-year period. He commended Chief Swindler, Lt. O’Connell, who serves as the re-accreditation coordinator, and the entire department for this accomplishment.

RESOLUTION:


Newberry High School Basketball Team

Mayor Senn read a Resolution honoring the achievements of the Newberry High School Basketball Team and coaching staff during the 2011-2012 season. He noted their success in attaining the Class AA Upper State Basketball Championship and the determination, excitement and sportsmanship they displayed throughout the season. 
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to approve the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Redistricting Plan

Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed redistricting plan prepared for the City of Newberry by the Office of Research and Statistics of the S. C. Budget and Control Board.  He advised that Mr. Bobby Bowers had presented the plan to City Council and had explained the criteria used in the redistricting process as well as the procedures followed in the construction of a redistricting plan.

Mr. Bobby Bowers spoke in favor of the redistricting plan and reviewed the process his agency followed utilizing the 2010 Census data.  He also explained the results of adjustments made within the various districts.

Mayor Senn asked if anyone would like to speak in opposition of the redistricting plan and when no one responded declared the public hearing closed.
NEWBERRY COLLEGE:

Nursing Student Presentations

Professor McDowell, Newberry College Nursing Program, advised that her students had researched and developed presentations for City Council on three topics: (1) Improving the Community’s Access to Fresh Fruits and Vegetables; (2) Best Practices in Streetscaping to Improve the Environment, Economy and Public Health; and (3) City of Newberry Health and Wellness Program Improvements.  Representatives from each student group submitted their findings on each topic and responded to questions from City Council.
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ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1003):
Section 2-10 – Redistricting Plan – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1003) to amend Section 2-10 of Chapter 2 of the City Code.  He indicated that the proposed amendment adopted the redistricting plan as developed by the Office of Research and Statistics, S.C. Budget and Control Board as well as the Criteria for Developing Plans: Redistricting 2010 and the Construction of a Redistricting Plan.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Ordinance as presented along with the policies/practices set forth in the Criteria for Developing Plans: Redistricting 2010 and the Construction of a Redistricting Plan.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1004):
Budget Amendment (FY2011-2012) – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn presented for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1004) to amend the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget.  He remarked the increase in revenue received by the City from the State Accommodations Tax Fund had necessitated that revisions be made to the revenue and expenditures in the budget.  He stated that the City Manager had reviewed those changes last month and that a detailed explanation was attached to the Ordinance.
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to adopt first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
RESOLUTION:


Fair Housing Month - April

Mayor Senn introduced for Council’s consideration a Resolution declaring April as Fair Housing Month in the City of Newberry.


Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:
CDBG Local Match – Phase II of Water & Sewer Upgrades – Oakland Mill Village
Mayor Senn introduced a Resolution committing the City of Newberry to providing a local cash match of $50,000 for a Community Development Block Grant to fund Phase II of the water and sewer upgrades in the Oakland Mill neighborhood.
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Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:



Work Session Topics – April 18, 2012

Mayor Senn advised that City Council’s next work session was scheduled for April 18 at 6:00 P.M. at City Hall and the topic suggested by the staff included: recreation project update; FY2012-2013 Budget; special projects update; utility department initiatives and projects; and College Street historic district.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve the Work Session topic list as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter related the City Manager’s evaluation.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to reconvene the regular meeting of Newberry City Council at 9:18 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.  Mayor Senn reported that Council had conducted an evaluation of the City Manager’s performance resulting in an above expectations rating.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:20 P.M.  Councilman Glasgow seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 








_______________________________ 







Foster Senn






MAYOR

ATTEST:






__________________________               




Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk

Newberry, South Carolina

 (SEAL)

