MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

MARCH 13, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, David E. DuBose.  Member Absent: Thomas Louis Boyd.
Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Public Works Director Mac Bartley.  Others Present:  Janice Wilson, Garry Riddle and Mary Nell Riddle, Teresa and Ashli Jones, Debra Shaw, Bobby Bowers, Bob Bockman, Ryan Slattery, Evangeline Shells and others.  News representatives:  Tammy Kitchen.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman Goudelock led in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Summer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on February 14, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending February 29, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the minutes.  City Manager Shacker reported that the financial report represented approximately 67% of the year and revenues and expenditures were on track.
RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Janice Wilson, Customer Service Coordinator in the Finance Department, for ten years of service and Garry Riddle, Public Works Services Supervisor, for attaining twenty years of service to the City of Newberry and presented each with a certificate and gift order packet commensurate with their years of service. 
CITY COUNCIL:


Redistricting Plan

Bobby Bowers, Director of the Office of Research and Statistics of the S.C. Budget Control Board, appeared before City Council and explained that following the completion of the 10-year U.S. Census it is necessary to revisit the size and composition of the various voting districts.  He pointed out that two primary objectives of the spatial adjustments are the equalization of 
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population within districts which is consistent with the one person, one vote mandate of the U. S. 
Supreme Court and compliance with the requirements of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Mr. Bowers reviewed the criteria for developing plans and the steps followed in the construction of a redistricting plan (copies attached).  He requested that City Council officially adopt these practices.

Mr. Bowers reviewed with City Council the current district plan and the benchmark statistics (copy attached) resulting from the 2010 census which set forth the significant variances existing in Districts 2, 3 and 6.  He then presented City Council with a recommended plan for redistricting which meets prevailing standards for reapportionment and included a report entitled Newberry City Council Plan 1 Statistics (copy attached).  He stated that the proposed redistricting plan minimized significant adjustments to the current geography of Council’s single-member districts while at the same time complying with the standards of reapportionment. He reminded Council that the plan must be submitted to the U. S. Justice Department for preclearance.
ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1003):
Section 2-10 – Redistricting Plan – First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1003) to amend Section 2-10 of Chapter 2 of the City Code.  He indicated that the proposed amendment adopted the redistricting plan as developed by the Office of Research and Statistics, S.C. Budget and Control Board.  He announced that a public hearing on the redistricting plan would be held at the April 10th meeting of Newberry City Council. He reviewed the Criteria for Developing Plans: Redistricting 2010 and the Construction of a Redistricting Plan as submitted by Mr. Bowers with the Office of Research and Statistics, S. C. State Budget and Control Board.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented along with the policies/practices set forth in the Criteria for Developing Plans: Redistricting 2010 and the Construction of a Redistricting Plan.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:
Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee Recommendations
Mayor Senn reported that the City’s Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee (ATAC) met in March to consider applications submitted for State Accommodations Tax funds.  He stated that following advertisements in the newspaper in February requesting applications that two were received: City of Newberry’s request for $30,000.00 to promote Newberry as a small town tourism designation, and the Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department’s request for $8,500.00 to promote Oktoberfest 2012.  He indicated that available funding for this year totaled $35,518 
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and that the ATAC recommended an award of $28,000 to the City and $7,518 to the PRT Department for the requested purposes.
Councilman Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Summer, to approve the recommendation of the ATAC and award to the City of Newberry $28,000 and to the PRT Department $7,518 of the State Accommodations Tax funds.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1004):
Budget Amendment (FY2011-2012) – First Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for first reading an Ordinance (#2012-1004) to amend the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget.  
City Manager Shacker reported that the additional revenue received by the City from the State Accommodations Tax Fund had made it necessary for the City to adjust the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget.  He noted that specifically an adjustment would be made to the State Accommodations Tax Fund revenue and corresponding adjustments to revenues and expenditures in the Special Events Fund and the Tourism Fund which reflects the awards made in accordance with the ATAC recommendations.  He indicated that a summary detailing the budget adjustments was attached to the Ordinance.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
STREETS/HIGHWAYS:

Boulder Creek Lane

Mayor Senn stated that pursuant to a Memorandum of Agreement executed between the City and Evangeline Shells (Shells Construction), the developer of Boulder Creek Subdivision, the installation of infrastructure for the subdivision had been completed.  He reported that the infrastructure had been independently certified as meeting applicable specifications, that Ms. Shells had furnished the City with a letter of credit and had dedicated the infrastructure to the City.  He added that Ms. Shells is prepared to execute a mortgage agreement with the City on the Boulder Creek property as security for the City’s $143,170 infrastructure loan on Wednesday.  He advised that staff recommended the acceptance of Boulder Creek Lane and the City’s assumption of the responsibility of maintenance of the road right-of-way.


Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to accept Boulder Creek Lane into the City’s street/highway system.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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RESOLUTION:
Post-Issuance Tax Compliance Policies for Tax-Exempt Bonds

Mayor Senn introduced a Resolution adopting post-issuance tax compliance policies and procedures that will meet the requirements of the Internal Revenue Service Code prior to the City issuing any additional bonded indebtedness.  He noted that the City’s Bond Counsel had assisted in the development of these policies which formalize the current debt management practices of the City and to further ensure that all application requirements of the Internal Revenue Service Code needed to preserve the tax-exempt status of the City’s bonds are met during and after issuance.
Councilman Summer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing legal matters as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to reconvene the regular meeting of Newberry City Council at 9:28 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:29 P.M.  Councilman Glasgow seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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Foster Senn






MAYOR
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Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk

Newberry, South Carolina
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