MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Gregg Summer, Thomas Louis Boyd, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Public Works Director Mac Bartley, City Judge Frank Partridge.  Others Present:  Kyle Vaughn and family, Gene Shealy and family, members of the Fire Department, Jeremy Moak, Ben Hughes, Debra Shaw, Jim and Tina Liptak, and others.  

News representatives:   Cindy Pitts and Tammy Kitchen.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman Wicker led in the Pledge of Allegiance. and Councilman Goudelock gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on January 10, 2012 as presented and to approve the minutes of the special meeting of Newberry City Council held on January 17, 2012 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending January 31, 2012 and noted that the report would be attached to the Minutes.  City Manager Shacker indicated that the finances for the City were in good shape, but mentioned a few general fund revenue items that were slight under anticipated revenues.  He reminded City Council that there were some intra-fund transfers to be made and he would proceed with making those adjustments and present a report to City Council at the next meeting.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION
Fire Chief Minick acknowledged the promotions of Kyle Vaughn to Fire Captain and Gene Shealy to Fire Lieutenant.  He presided over the administration of the oath of office and the pinning ceremony of these two officers.
RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Jeremy Moak, Wastewater Plant Operator D, and Ben Hughes, Water/Sewer Heavy Equipment Operator, for attaining five years of service to 
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the City of Newberry and presented each with a certificate and gift order packet commensurate with their years of service.  

ORDINANCE (#2012 – 1002):
Amendments to Art. IV-Sewer Service of Chapter 9 of the Code of Laws – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn presented for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2012-1002) to amend certain section of Article IV entitled Sewer Services of Chapter 9 – Municipal Utilities and Services of the City Code.  He indicated that the EPA had made revisions to its regulations which require industrial dischargers to use treatment techniques and management practices to reduce or eliminate the discharge of harmful pollutants to sanitary sewer systems.  He reported that the City, working in conjunction with SCDHEC, had developed revisions to the City’s existing ordinances related to sewer service to comply with the new EPA rules.

Councilman DuBose made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

COUNCIL:



Alcohol Consumption – Irish Fling (Mar. 16)

Mayor Senn advised that the Irish Fling would be held this year on Friday, March 16th, between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 12:00 P.M. and would be coordinated by the City’s PRT Department.  He noted that participants in past Irish Flings had suggested that they be allowed to carry and consume alcoholic beverages when moving from event to event in a manner similar to Oktoberfest.

Mayor Senn remarked that the City would provide up to 300 green plastic cups to participating establishments for customers to use when carrying beverages from one location to another within a defined area.  He indicated the area would be bounded on the north by Harrington & Martin Streets, on the south by Friend Street, on the east by Livingston’s station and the old transmission shop, and on the west by Nance Street.  He noted that no streets would be closed and that beverages must be in the approved event (green) cups.  He added that the Police Department would post signs along the boundaries making it clear that alcoholic beverages are prohibited beyond these points and that the beverages must be in the event cups.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the request to allow the consumption of alcoholic beverages within the defined boundaries for the Irish Fling on March 16th  between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 12:00 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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JURY LIST
Mayor Senn reported that the Court Clerk had ordered the jury list, in electronic format, from the S. C. Election Commission.  He advised that State law mandates that the municipal jury pool consist of the registered voters in the City.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the jury list as ordered for 2012.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
RESOLUTION:


MASC Legislative Agenda for 2012

Mayor Senn stated that the Municipal Association of South Carolina was requesting the towns and cities across the State endorse the legislative agenda for 2012.  He indicated that the agenda seeks to achieve the common goals and core functions of municipalities in South Carolina by pursuing legislation that promotes economic growth, enhances the quality of life, and encourages local accountability and fiscal responsibility.  He pointed out the agenda sets four priorities which include: (1) updating the state’s annexation laws to allow more flexibility in annexing property completely surrounded by a municipality; (2) allowing municipal residents to pursue a capital project sales tax to fund specific projects when the county has opted not to pursue this option;  (3) allowing cities and towns increased flexibility under the millage cap to choose when to increase millage; and (4) increasing the tools and opportunities for municipalities to eliminate blight and encourage economic development.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Summer, to adopt the Resolution endorsing the MASC legislative agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel and legal as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow to reconvene the regular meeting of Newberry City Council at 8:51 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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AGREEMENT:


Newberry College (Facilities Use)

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to authorize the City Manager to execute a facilities use agreement with Newberry College.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Glasgow made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:52 P.M.  Councilman DuBose seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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