MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

DECEMBER 13, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Thomas Louis Boyd, Gregg Summer, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Public Works Director Mac Bartley, IS Director Marc Regier, Finance Director Marie Hickman.  Others Present:  Freddie Wingard, Mike Meadow and family, Eddie Stuck, Angela Summer, Shannon Smith, Sheryl Medders, Debra Shaw, Bette and Paul Brannon, Barry Hickman, Burt Mohler, Lucille Kinard, Gene Shealy, Jimmy Bickley, Ben Bowers, Stuart Smith, Ron Roberts, Tim Swygert, Benji Morris, Andrew Morris, Debra Smith and others.  

News representatives:   Cindy Pitts and Tammy Kitchen.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on November 8, 2011 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending November 30, 2011.  City Manager Shacker advised that he would be working closely in the next few months with the Finance Director and Department Heads to evaluate the progress with the budget and would keep Council informed of any needed adjustments.
RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Freddie Wingard for ten years of service to the City of Newberry and presented him with a certificate and gift order packet commensurate with his years of service.  They also recognized the following employees for their service to the City and their retirement noting their individual accomplishments during their tenure with the City:  Mike Meadow, Fire Captain – 25 years; Eddie Stuck, Wastewater Plant Operator A – 33 years; and Marie Hickman, Finance Director – 33 years. Each was presented with a gift recognizing their contributions to the City and their many years of service.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Partner for Safe Water  
Mayor Senn announced that the City’s water treatment plant had consistently maintained compliance with the voluntary water quality established by the Partnership for Safe Water whose standards surpass the requirements of state and federal drinking water laws.    He noted that the plant had also successfully completed a peer review process in which the capabilities of the plant operation and administration are examined and a plan for implementing continued voluntary improvements is created.  He commended the staff at the water treatment plant for ten years of continuous compliance with the program and for receipt of the Directors Award.
AUDIT PRESENTATION:

FY2010-2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
Ms. Sheryl Medders of McKinley, Cooper and Company, LLP appeared before City Council to present an overview of the FY2010-2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  She advised that the audit report continues to reflect GASB-34 Accounting Standards.  She indicated that the City had received for the eighteenth consecutive year the Certificate of Achievement of Excellence in Financial Reporting from GFOA.  She reported that her firm had issued an unqualified opinion which means a clean report on all the financial materials reviewed.
Ms. Medders pointed out that the City experienced a positive change in net assets in both the governmental and business activity funds.  She also mentioned that the City’s governmental fund was very liquid with a 4.3 million unassigned fund balance.  She remarked that balances reflected in the proprietary (utility) fund indicate that the charges for services provided by the City are sufficient to cover the costs of providing the services.
Mayor Senn presented the Certificate of Achievement of Excellence in Financial Reporting issued by GFOA to the City to Finance Director Marie Hickman.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1013)
Future Land Use & Zoning Maps – Oakland Mill Property (16.25 acres) - Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2011-1013) to amend the Future Land Use and Zoning Maps of the City officially zoning the Oakland Mill property Mixed Residential (R-MX) to the property.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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CITIZEN REQUEST:

Newberry Opera House – New Year’s Eve

Mayor Senn advised that the City had received a request from the Newberry Opera House Foundation for permission to allow for the consumption of alcohol on Boyce Street between McKibben and Nance Streets and in Memorial Park on New Year’s Eve as part of their annual celebration. He noted that the consumption of alcohol would be limited to a toast at midnight and would be subject to compliance with all SC Department of Revenue requirements related to special event permits for non-profit organizations.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to approve the request form the Newberry Opera House Foundation as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:
PMPA Board Appointments
Mayor Senn presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution appointing the City Manager to the Piedmont Municipal Power Agency Board as the City’s Director and appointing the Mayor to the Piedmont Municipal Power Agency Board as the City’s Alternate Director.
Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
APPOINTMENT:
Zoning Board of Appeals (Clark, Burk, Lander, Ruff, Smith)
Mayor Senn reported that the staff  recommended the re-appointment of the currently serving five members to the Zoning Board of Appeals as follows:  Robert Clark from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 (3 year term); George Burk from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2013 (2 year term); Jim Lander from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 (3 year term); Genell Ruff from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2013 (2 year term); and Susan Smith from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 (3 year term).
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to reappoint to the Zoning Board of Appeals Robert Clark, Jim Lander and Susan Smith to 3 year terms and George Burk and Genell Ruff to two year terms as outlined by Mayor Senn.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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APPOINTMENT:
Construction Board of Adjustment and Appeals (West, Leslie, Schumpert, Parks, Willingham)
Mayor Senn reported that the staff  recommended the re-appointment of the currently serving four members to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals and an appointment to fill one current vacancy of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals as follows:  Misty West from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2015 (4 year term); Gordon Leslie from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 (3 year term); Young Schumpert from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2015 (4 year term); Jim Parks from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 (3 year term); and the appointment of new member, Austin Willingham from January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2015 (4 year term).

Councilman Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to reappoint to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals Gordon Leslie and Jim Parks to 4 year terms; to reappoint Misty West and Young Schumpert to four year terms; and to appoint Austin Willingham to a four year term as outline by Mayor Senn.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a legal matter as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to reconvene the regular meeting of Newberry City Council at 7:57 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:59 P.M.  Councilman Glasgow seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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