MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

NOVEMBER 8, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Thomas Louis Boyd, Gregg Summer, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Public Works Director Mac Bartley, IS Director Marc Regier.  Others Present:  Shannon Smith and family, Kris Kneece, Wendell Adams, Nick Gilmore, William Brown and family, William Rosemond, Kevin Longshore, Chuck Rogers, Angela Summer, Jim Liptak, Deborah Smith, Willie Davis, Debra Shaw, and others.  

News representatives:   Cindy Pitts and Tammy Kitchen.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman Boyd led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Glasgow gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on October 11, 2011 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending October 31, 2011.  City Manager Shacker indicated that there would be some items that they would need to pay close attention to, but the financial picture looked good. Mayor Senn indicated that the report would be attached to and made a part of the minutes. 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized for their years of service to the City of Newberry:  Shannon Smith, Assistant Finance Director, 5 years; Kris Kneece, Electric Lineman A, 5 years; Wendell Adams, Water Plant Operator A, 10 years; Nick Gilmore, W/S Crew Member B, 10 years; William Brown, Electric Lineman A, 15 years; William Rosemond, Heavy Equipment Operator, 15 years; and Kevin Longshore, Water Plant Operator A, 20 years.  Each was presented with a certificate and a gift order packet commensurate with their years of service.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
AAA’s 2011 SC Outstanding Traffic Safety Community Award - Police Dept.

Mayor Senn announced that for the seventh consecutive year the City of Newberry had received AAA’s SC Outstanding Traffic Safety Community Award.  He explained that many factors contributed to this designation and they included crash statistics, the number of law enforcement officers per capita, the presence of a formal traffic safety program and the existence of a special traffic division.  He noted that the City was specifically recognized for its proactive education programs within the schools and community.  He recognized Chuck Rogers, Traffic Safety Sergeant, for his contributions in making the City a safe community.
PUBLIC HEARING:

Zoning – Oakland Mill Property
Mayor Senn declared a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed amendments to the Future Land Use and Zoning Maps for the 16.52 acre Oakland Mill property.  He indicated that it was proposed that the property be zoned Mixed Residential (R-MX).  He opened the floor for comments in favor of or opposed to the map changes.  No one appeared to offer comments.  Mayor Senn declared the public hearing closed.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1012)
Annexation Oakland Mill – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2011-1012) to annex the Oakland Mill property (Tax Map No. 341-1-22-5) consisting of approximately 16.52 acres and to assign an interim zoning classification of Mixed Residential (R-MX) to the property.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1013)
Future Land Use & Zoning Maps – Oakland Mill Property (16.25 acres) -  First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2011-1013) to amend the Future Land Use and Zoning Maps of the City officially zoning the Oakland Mill property Mixed Residential (R-MX) to the property.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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RESOLUTION:
Oakland Mill under SC Textiles Communities Revitalization Act
Mayor Senn stated that in 2006 the SC General Assembly passed the SC Textiles Communities Revitalization Act to create an incentive for the rehabilitation, renovation, and redevelopment of abandoned textile mill sites throughout the State.  He indicated that the primary objective of the Act was to reverse the forces of physical and economic decline resulting from the steady deterioration of abandoned textile mill facilities.  He noted that the Act further provides for SC Historic Tax Credits and business income tax credits for redevelopment projects meeting certain eligibility criteria.  He reported that the Oakland Mill property development meets the criteria and the developer is seeking certification from the City of such eligibility.
Mayor Senn offered for City Council’s consideration a Resolution placing the Oakland Textile Mill site under the SC Textiles Communities Revitalization Act thus qualifying the developer to secure an important source of funding for the project.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
RESOLUTION:
Arbor Day

Mayor Senn presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution declaring the first Friday in the month of December as Arbor Day in the City of Newberry.

Councilman DuBose made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
APPOINTMENT:
Architectural Review Board (Hursey, Montgomery, Senn)
Mayor Senn indicated that the appointments of Cile Hursey, Bob Montgomery and Lisa Senn to the Architectural Review Board were expiring at the end of December.  He reported that all had agreed to serve another term on this Board.
Councilman Wicker made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to reappoint Cile Hursey, Bob Montgomery and Lisa Senn each to another two-year term on the ARB effective January 1, 2012.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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APPOINTMENT:
Municipal Planning Commission (Cornwall)
Mayor Senn indicated that the appointment of Woody Cornwall to the Municipal Planning Commission was expiring on November 9th.  He reported that Mr. Cornwall was willing to serve another term on this Commission.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to reappoint Woody Cornwall to a three-year term on the Municipal Planning Commission.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to enter an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel and legal matters as outlined on the agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to reconvene the regular meeting of Newberry City Council at 8:50 P.M.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

PROPERTY/REAL ESTATE:
Caldwell Street Purchase

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to authorize the City Manager to execute a real estate contract with the property owners of 1202, 1204 and 1208 Caldwell Street for the purchase of all properties for a cumulative amount not to exceed $75,000 and to authorize the City Manager to expend no more than $50,000 on professional services, legal fees and other costs incident to the purchase of these properties using budgeted revenue within the City’s Community Housing and Development Special Revenue Fund.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:52 P.M.  Councilman Boyd seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 
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