MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

OCTOBER 11, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Thomas Louis Boyd, Gregg Summer, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Public Works Director Mac Bartley, PRT Director Scott Sawyer.  Others Present:  Kevin Atkins, Chris Bouknight and family, Jody Day and family, Mary Sims, Lawrence Suber, Brian Moran and family, Dr. Scott Koerwer, Jim Hedley, Jimmy Smith, Neicy Polifrone, Burt Mohler, Deborah Smith, Debra Shaw, Jimmy Coggins, Stuart Smith, Andrew Morris, Ron Roberts, Benji Morris, Tim Swygert, Ben Dukes, Blake Davis and others.  

News representatives:   Cindy Pitts and Tammy Kitchen.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman DuBose led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Goudelock gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on September 13, 2011 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending September 30, 2011.  Mayor Senn indicated that the report would be attached to and made a part of the minutes. 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Kevin Atkins, Police Investigator, for five years of service to the City; Chris Bouknight, Maintenance Worker for five years of service; Jody Day, Heavy Equipment Operator for five years of service; Mary Sims, Municipal Court Clerk, for ten years of service; Keith Minick, Fire Chief,  for twenty years of service; Lawrence Suber, Fire Engineer, for twenty years of service and Brian Moran, Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor, for twenty-five years of service to the City.  Each was presented with a certificate and a gift order packet commensurate with their years of service.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Agency of the Year Award - PRT Dept.

Mr. Jim Hedley, Executive Director of the S. C. Recreation and Parks Association, appeared before City Council to present the Agency of the Year Award to the City’s PRT Department in the category of departments serving communities with a population of 10,000 to 25,000.  He explained that the award recognizes agencies for excellence in managing, planning and programming diversified parks and recreation projects.  
PRT Director Scott Sawyer said Oktoberfest had been quite successful thanks to a city-wide effort and that planning for next year’s event was well underway.  He elaborated on planned events mentioning the Vintage Christmas and Main Street Lights in the next few months.  He stated that the Family Fun Night would be later this month in the downtown area and that movie nights would hopefully begin after the first of the year.
PROCLAMATION:


Hejaz Shrine Week
Mayor Senn presented a proclamation to Jimmy Smith declaring the week of October 10th through October 16th as Hejaz Shrine Week in Newberry.  He stated that the Hejaz Shrine Temple would be holding its annual initiation weekend in Newberry with an anticipated attendance of 2,000 participants.  He indicated that plans included a parade, live music at Memorial Park and other activities.
NEWBERRY COLLEGE
Dr. Scott Koerwer, President of Newberry College, appeared before Council to provide a report on the current state of Newberry College.  He briefly summarized topics covering Newberry College’s Master Plan and improvements; Newberry College’s strategic plan and future implementation steps; feedback the College received at its recent Town Hall meetings; College projects that involve and/or benefit the community; and the newly created Town-Gown Advisory Committee.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1009)
Lease/Purchase Agreement (P.W. Equipment) – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2011-1009) authorizing the execution of a Lease/Purchase Agreement for the purchase of an automated residential garbage truck in the Public Works Department in the amount of $231,950 for a term not exceeding 36 months with financing through BB&T at an interest rate of 1.74%.
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to award the bid for the truck to Nu-Life Environmental in the amount of $231,950.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1010)
Electronic Record-keeping Requirements – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2011-1010) establishing electronic record-keeping requirements for certain businesses in the City.  He pointed out that the proposed Ordinance would require jewelry stores, pawnshops, scrap metal dealers and other similar type businesses to maintain an electronic inventory tracking system.  

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1011)
FY2011-2012 Budget Amendment – Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn offered for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2011-1011) to amend the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget.  He explained that the City had entered into an agreement with the Newberry Opera House Foundation whereby a $1.00 facility fee would be added to each paid ticket sold and would be utilized to assist the City in covering the cost of NOHF shared employees, utilities and property insurance.  He stated that the agreement further committed funds from the local hospitality and accommodations revenues toward these same expenses.

Mayor Senn indicated that adjustments would be made to the Cultural Arts Fund budget to reflect estimated proceeds from the facility fee, additional hospitality and accommodations revenue and the personnel, utility and insurance expenditures.  He reported that the Hospitality and Accommodations Fund budget would remain unchanged but the transfer to the Tourism Fund would decrease and the transfer to the Cultural Arts Fund would increase.  He stated that the last adjustment would be to the Tourism Fund where the budget would remain the same, but the transfer from the Hospitality and Accommodations Fund would reduce and the transfer from the State Accommodations Tax Fund would increase.

Ms. Niecy Polifrone mentioned that she felt that the expenditure of the Hospitality and Accommodations Funds may not comply with the State Law.  City Manager Shacker explained that the statute quoted by Ms. Polifrone referred to the State Accommodations Tax not the local hospitality and accommodations taxes.
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Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1012)
Annexation Oakland Mill – First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2011-1012) to annex the Oakland Mill property consisting of approximately 16.52 acres and to assign an interim zoning classification of Mixed Residential (RMX) to the property.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

RESOLUTION:


Authorizing Signatures

Mayor Senn presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution granting signatory authority to three staff members:  City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina Wicker, and Finance Director Shannon Smith.  He explained that the current Finance Director was retiring at the end of December so it was necessary to grant new Finance Director Shannon Smith the authority to sign official financial documents on behalf of the City.  He noted that the new signatures would be effective January 1, 2012.
Councilman DuBose made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to adopt the Resolution as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
CITIZEN REQUEST:

WKDK 65th Anniversary
Mayor Senn indicated that the Chamber of Commerce and WKDK were requesting permission from Council to allow patrons of Business Afterhours on Thursday, October 27, to take food and beverages, including beer and wine, from the Newberry Opera House lobby into Memorial Park to enjoy live entertainment in celebration of WKDK’s 65th anniversary.
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Summer, to allow the consumption for food and beverages to include beer and wine in Memorial Park on Thursday, October 27 for Business Afterhours. Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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UTILITIES:



3441 SC Hwy. 34/121 - Outside Water Service

Mayor Senn advised that the City has received a request from the property owner, Dr. Alan J. Paysinger, of 3441 SC Hwy. 34/121 for outside water service.  He indicated that the property 

owner had executed the annexation agreement and that the property is adjacent to an existing City water line.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to accept the annexation agreement and authorize the extension of the water service to the property at 3441 SC Hwy. 34/121.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

CITY COUNCIL:


October Work Session Topics
Mayor Senn stated that the City Manager was recommending discussion of  Recreation Master Plan progress report, College Street Streetscape Project update, Downtown Redevelopment, Industrial Day Initiative and legislative relations for the October 18 City Council Work Session that will begin at 5:30 P.M. at City Hall.
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to approve the recommended agenda.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

STREETS/HIGHWAYS
Councilman Goudelock requested that an inquiry be made into the possibility of installing 4-way stops at Fair and First Streets.  City Manager Shacker said he would initiate an inquiry with the S. C. Highway Department.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:15 P.M.  Councilman Glasgow seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 








_______________________________ 







Foster Senn






MAYOR

ATTEST:






__________________________               




Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk

Newberry, South Carolina
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