MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF NEWBERRY CITY COUNCIL

HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, NEWBERRY, SC

SEPTEMBER 13, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

Members Present: Mayor Foster Senn.   Council: R. LeMont Glasgow, Edwin E. Wicker, Zebbie D. Goudelock, Thomas Louis Boyd, Gregg Summer, David E. DuBose.  

Also Present: City Manager Jeff Shacker, City Clerk Tina P. Wicker, Assistant to the City Manager Matt Dewitt, Fire Chief Keith Minick, Utility Director Fred Yandle.  Others Present:  Andrew Morris and family, Mike O’Connell, Sharon Cromer and family, Deborah Smith, Debra Shaw, Stuart Smith, and others.  

News representatives:   Cindy Pitts.  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Senn called the meeting to order.  Councilman Summer led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Goudelock gave the invocation.  

MINUTES

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of Newberry City Council held on August 9, 2011 as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mayor Senn advised that members of City Council had received a copy of the Financial Report for the period ending August 31, 2011.  City Manager Shacker indicated it was very early in the fiscal year but all items were tracking as predicted.  Mayor Senn indicated that the report would be attached to and made a part of the minutes. 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES
Mayor Senn and City Manager Shacker recognized Andrew Morris, Fire Engineer, for five years of service to the City; Mike O’Connell, Training Officer (Police Lieutenant) for twenty years of service; and Sharon Cromer, Senior Administrative Assistant for thirty years of service to the City.  Each was presented with a certificate and a gift order packet commensurate with their years of service.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1008)
Flood Damage Prevention - Second and Final Reading

Mayor Senn submitted for second and final reading an Ordinance (#2011-1008) to amend the Flood Damage Prevention guidelines in order to comply with the mandatory FEMA requirements and avoid suspension from the National Flood Insurance Program which could jeopardize coverage for any resident currently purchasing flood insurance.
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Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1009)
Lease/Purchase Agreement (P.W. Equipment) - First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2011-1009) authorizing the execution of a Lease/Purchase Agreement for the purchase of an automated residential garbage truck in the Public Works Department at an amount not to exceed $235,000 for a term not exceeding 60 months.  He mentioned the low bid for the equipment was slightly higher than anticipated by approximately $1,950, but staff anticipated a lower than anticipated interest rate for the financing bids.

Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1010)
Electronic Record-keeping Requirements - First Reading

Mayor Senn introduced for first reading an Ordinance (#2011-1010) establishing electronic record-keeping requirements for certain businesses in the City.  He pointed out that the proposed Ordinance would require jewelry stores, pawnshops, scrap metal dealers and other similar type businesses to maintain an electronic inventory tracking system.  He stated that the software would be purchased by the City at a cost of less than $2,000 per year and made available free to the businesses.  He added that the current preferred vendor for this type of software was Leads Online, a system currently being used in both Lexington and Richland Counties.  He remarked that State Law currently requires that most businesses that are in the business of selling items purchased from individuals keep a record of these transactions.  He stated that although the electronic record-keeping is a change it should not be an undue hardship for any business to comply with.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

ORDINANCE (#2011 – 1011)
FY2011-2012 Budget Amendment - First Reading

Mayor Senn presented for first reading an Ordinance (#2011-1011) to amend the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget.  He explained that the City had entered into an agreement with the Newberry Opera House Foundation whereby a $1.00 facility fee would be added to each paid ticket sold 
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and would be utilized to assist the City in covering the cost of NOHF shared employees, utilities and property insurance.  He stated that the agreement further committed funds from the local hospitality and accommodations revenues toward these same expenses.
Mayor Senn indicated that adjustments would be made to the Cultural Arts Fund budget to reflect estimated proceeds from the facility fee, additional hospitality and accommodations revenue and the personnel, utility and insurance expenditures.  He reported that the Hospitality and Accommodations Fund budget would remain unchanged but the transfer to the Tourism Fund would decrease and the transfer to the Cultural Arts Fund would increase.  He stated that the last adjustment would be to the Tourism Fund where the budget would remain the same, but the transfer from the Hospitality and Accommodations Fund would reduce and the transfer from the State Accommodations Tax Fund would increase.
Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman DuBose, to approve first reading of the Ordinance as presented.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

UTILITIES:



151 Wren Road – Outside Water Service

Mayor Senn advised that the City has received a request from the property owner, Anthony L. Cromer, of 151 Wren Road for outside water service.  He indicated that the property 

owner had executed the annexation agreement and that the property is adjacent to an existing City water line.

Councilman Glasgow made a motion, seconded by Councilman Goudelock, to accept the annexation agreement and authorize the extension of the water service to the property at 151 Wren Road.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

UTILITIES:



2221 Timber Lane – Outside Water Service

Mayor Senn advised that the City has received a request from the property owner, Julienne Swygert, of 2221 Timber Lane for outside water service.  He indicated that the property owner had executed the annexation agreement.  He noted that the property was not immediately adjacent to the existing water line but that a tap could be made at the main near its end point and a service line run approximately 75 feet to the property.

Councilman DuBose made a motion, seconded by Councilman Boyd, to accept the annexation agreement and authorize the extension of the water service to the property at 2221 Timber Lane.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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REQUEST:



Oktoberfest – Beer & Wine Sales by NOH
Mayor Senn advised that the City had received a request from the Newberry Opera House for permission to sale alcohol under its beer and wine permit during Oktoberfest on October 1.

Councilman Boyd made a motion, seconded by Councilman Wicker, to approve the request by the Newberry Opera House for permission to sell beer and wine during Oktoberfest.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.

OPERA HOUSE
Deborah Smith remarked that there were over 100 events booked for the upcoming season and that several had already been sold out.  She reported that the ticket sales were higher than anticipated at this time.  She stated that the brochures had been delivered to more than 60,000 homes, to hotels, businesses and welcome centers in the State.
REQUEST:



Hejaz Shrine Temple – Beer & Wine Sales by NOH

Mayor Senn reported that the City had received a request from the Hejaz Shrine Temple to allow the consumption of beer and wine in Memorial Park for its annual initiation weekend event on October 14-15. He advised that the Newberry Opera House would be selling beer and wine inside the building on Friday, October 14th and the request was to allow the overflow of participants, anticipated to be approximately 2,000 people, into Memorial Park.
Councilman Goudelock made a motion, seconded by Councilman Glasgow, to approve the request for the Newberry Opera House to sell beer and wine inside its building for the Hejaz Shrine Temple weekend event on Friday, October 14, and to allow for overflow consumption of beer and wine in Memorial Park on that date.  Mayor Senn declared the motion carried following a unanimous vote of City Council members present.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before City Council, Councilman Goudelock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:34 P.M.  Councilman Glasgow seconded the motion which was carried by a unanimous vote of City Council members present. 








_______________________________ 







Foster Senn






MAYOR

ATTEST:






__________________________               




Tina P. Wicker, City Clerk

Newberry, South Carolina
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