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City of Newberry Tourism Investment: 
Updates for a Grand Re-Opening of VisitNewberrySC.com 

 DRONE VIDEO & GIS MAP 

RESOURCES.………….1 

With the world turning more and 

more digital by the day, the City of 

Newberry made plans to update 

and upgrade many of our digital 

platforms. Projects including a new 

tourism “infomercial” for Newberry, 

GIS resource maps, and digital 

itineraries and guides were in 

process for VisitNewberrySC.com. 

Then on March 13, 2020 our lives 

changed dramatically as we reacted 

to pandemic response and COVID-

19 prevention measures. It became 

more apparent than ever that the 

City of Newberry needed to up its 

digital game. 

Many short-term/quick return 

digital engagement projects were 

begun, like our regular Walkin’ 

Wednesday promotions, Trivia 

Tuesdays, and other social media 

“events.” 

 

Although important, these fast 

return opportunities to engage the 

community and visitors are not 

suitable for long-term 

sustainability of our tourism efforts. 

In January of 2021 the final draft of 

our newest tourism video for 

Newberry was delivered. Thankfully 

much of the video was filmed in the 

late summer and fall of 2019 to 

showcase a pre-pandemic 

Newberry, including summer 

activities, the Oktoberfest, packed 

Opera House, Newberry College 

football game, friendly visit to the 

Hospital, and more! Filming was 

paused over winter, returning in 

the spring. The pandemic had other 

plans for us. 

Thankfully Back Forty Drones was 

able capture the scenery of 

Newberry that didn’t require 

crowds, to give us the result. 

Watch to see if your recognize 

anyone (special shout out to 

downtown neighbors the Banks’ for 

giving access to their apartment in 

The Standard, and the Devettes for 

coming to play at the rec complex 

and walk the nature trail for us). 

 

We’ve also been working with 

Abraham Land Surveying to create 

several GIS Resource Maps. A 

Council District Map, City Park Map, 

Downtown Parking Map, and Self-

Guided History Tour of Newberry 

were created. But the update that 

we are most proud to share is the 

Newberry Explorer App! 

The Newberry Explorer features 

Shopping, Dining, Lodging, Venue, 

and Things to Do categories that 

give the visitor the option to view 

in map or list format. Listings can 

be updated in real time, making it 

much easier to share changes to 

downtown businesses. 

These new additions, plus 

continuing to expand our themed 

itineraries, are all a part of our 

Grand Re-Opening of our visitor 

portal VisitNewberrySC.com! See 

for yourself and visit the site today!  

https://www.cityofnewberry.com/visitor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DG9nA-YIPoE
https://www.cityofnewberry.com/city-services/city-gis-resources
https://www.cityofnewberry.com/area-attractions/itineraries-guides
https://www.cityofnewberry.com/area-attractions/itineraries-guides
https://www.cityofnewberry.com/visitor
https://newberrysc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=e36e298e17db4fce89e8bc9e0484d3cc
https://newberrysc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=e36e298e17db4fce89e8bc9e0484d3cc
https://prt-newberrysc.hub.arcgis.com/app/b431a8c02e2d442085a2b3b4413d97bf
https://prt-newberrysc.hub.arcgis.com/app/14fb91797f2e4d8fbe935233253a3219
https://prt-newberrysc.hub.arcgis.com/app/b5f064bbbcee4f178630144d40523475
https://prt-newberrysc.hub.arcgis.com/app/b5f064bbbcee4f178630144d40523475
https://prt-newberrysc.hub.arcgis.com/app/d568a024db5947c390e04467f9488d0e
https://www.cityofnewberry.com/visitor
https://www.cityofnewberry.com/visitor
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HOW TO NAVIGATE THE ARB    

TO BENEFIT YOUR BUSINESS 

You may recognize this graphic send to our downtown 

emai list in 2020. * Look to learn about the purpose and 

mission of the Architectural Review Board’s purview over 

downtown. As a downtown business or building owner, it’s 

important that you know why this group exists, and how 

you can best work with them to meet your goals.  

 

Below are a few tips when working on your COA: 

1st be prepared! Think like a scout. Do you have all the 

materials you need for an effective presentation? Have you 

mapped out and thought through you’re your project 

could change the landscape of downtown? Be sure to have 

samples or composite images where applicable, and 

always bring a picture of the current state of your building 

(and possibly your neighbors) to help you best convey 

your wishes for change! If you go in prepared, there’s no 

reason to worry you may get a question you can’t answer. 

2nd know that the ARB is a volunteer organization of 

members of our community. They have all had 

education and training to serve on the board, but 

ultimately, they are a group of locals excited to help us 

further historic preservation in downtown. Remembering 

that this is a volunteer group can help you communicate 

with them as you present your wishes for exterior changes. 

3rd consult with your downtown neighbors that have 

had successful meetings with the ARB. Ask them what 

worked well for them, and what didn’t. It always helps to 

have insider info. You can also call me anytime you need 

advice! I’m happy to point you in the right direction. 

Lastly, be prepared to drop back and punt. Give yourself 

plenty of time before you plan to execute your project in 

case you need to change your application, or it needs to 

go before City Council (colors). Maybe you’re going in 

thinking one thing, but leave having been presented with 

a preservation challenge you hadn’t thought of. This is ok! 

The ARB often offers advice in situations where 

applications need adjustment or tweaking.  

 

Overall, don’t be nervous! The ARB is excited that you’re in 

downtown and ready to bring positive change to the 

community. 

 

*Not getting our emails? Message me at 

mkopp@cityofnewberry.com and I’ll be sure to add you to 

our list for downtown alerts, surveys, and 

community/neighbor info! 

https://newberry-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mkopp_cityofnewberry_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fmkopp%5Fcityofnewberry%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FGetting%20Your%20Business%20to%20Go%20Digital%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fmkopp%5Fcityofnewberry%5Fcom%2FDocuments&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdiZXJyeS1teS5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86YjovZy9wZXJzb25hbC9ta29wcF9jaXR5b2ZuZXdiZXJyeV9jb20vRVpHVGFoNWxvM0ZMa0NieGc4eVduODhCX0labUNBZU1nckZwWmxJZ01kbHhSdz9ydGltZT0tbDRkWDlZejJFZw
mailto:mkopp@cityofnewberry.com

